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TO THOMAS MITCHELL, BSO* 

Late FeHow of Sydney College, Cambridge. 



■late 



HY BEAR MITCHELL, 

Allow me to surprise you with a Dedi- 
cation. It is not quite so disinterested a 
one as you may imagine, for it is a cheap 
way of paying my debts for many an hour 
of enjoyment in health, and refreshment 
in sickness; and besides, I wish id shew 
that alarming body of people, called '^ some 
persons,^^ that the most unaccommodating 



VUl DEDICATION. 

politician need not absolutely want friends, 
and warm ones, even among those who 
have minds of their own. You and I dif- 
fer upon more than one point of import- 
ance, public as well as private ; but on the 
subject of poetry, with some little excep- 
tion perhaps as to your old friend Ben 
Jonson, we are generally agreed ; and no 
two persons can be more firmly persuaded, 
that there is but one thing happier than 
friendship, and nothing better than prin- 
ciple. 

Your's most sincerely, 

LBIGH HUNT. 

SuHRBt Jail, 
January loth^ 1&14. 



PREFACE. 



As the following little piece, which wa^ 
first pttbliiihed in a mugazine* privately set 
up and not enjoy iDg the usual means of coa^ 
tiauance^ attracted a degree of attention 
which was thought to promise still moiefor 
it if presented to the public in a different 
manner, the author has been ioduced to 
give it such revision and enlargement, ad 
may strengthen, perhaps, its claims on their 
good opinion. For this^ purpo$^ he has 
considerably increased the text, and ad- 

* The Reflector. 



de4 almost the whole of Ae present nof^ 
The Utter, it is true, after all, iffe rather fe^ 
i|ult8 of criticism, than criticism itself iQlfd 
the smallness of tfae^poeia fierhaps iianiH^ 
warranted even this ; but he was anxious to 
shew that he had at least considered the 
subjects of which he talked, and was par- 
ticularly desirous of dping justice to a, 
great living poet, ctf whom^ itt the first fn(i 
stance, led aWay by the impatience of see- 
ing him pervert bis genius, he bad suffcfped 
himself to speak with unqualified and 
therefore unbecoming distaste. 

Wha^ praise or censure he may have 
bestowed on any one, has at least the merit 
of beipg si ncere. He has xomy wwrm feel-^ 
ings Upon ev^ry subject 6f public Concern , 
poetical as well as political; but none, he- 
trusts, of an ilUtempered, still less (^ a 
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^pmi»kmtuve% and least of all^ if pos- 
iibl% towfifda such persons bs might he 
Sttpposed the most to hare excited thiem. 
For ftome of then persons, who are men of 






u,*. It U? m laipkwifti^ thing ftnr an author to batiik 
the humour of one of his pasaagje^. For the modem 
dramatists^ as a body> it is ahnost needless in the 
l^resieiit ^^i^r to express his contempt; and some of 
th/^mx .eT^aas men> deserve to bb hand)ed'ifithr lil-^ 
tie ceremony for their fopperies or vulgaoities. But 
aliiie has escaped him respecting one of them> for 
vDoqW 'he is sdny>' berth ^a account of the geiimi 
c^racter of the individnstl^, and tl^ nature of thiQ 
allusion^ which involves a personality not warrant* 
able by any circumstances but! those of coxcomical 
p^te$i^iG^j !fr gpx»M;ongia. ^ It*ls^die 'first of the 
kind> he believes^ t;hat ever came firom his pea. Hr^, 
Cobb nbwever> though not a good dramatist^ is said 
ta lio a iaowiblef ctiKi^ go6d-t^ibpered rtis^, ahd has 
probably thought npthkig iabout.t)^ passage, or f^t 
more for the writer than for himself in seeing it. 
-^^-^oidd' the publication go to press a second time> 
Ujha(ttbe:$tteitd*. ( .; x ii' ' 
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virtue as well as ^ilitjr, h^ Yibb ^l the 
respect which their own eeceDtricities will 
allow; and fdr others^ who have neither 
ability nor virtue^ his pity stands in the 
place of a higher feeling, and he can for- 
give to their commeii nature as men, what 
he must not overlook in their example as 
characters. — This however is deviating in- 
to politics. 

Like most of the poetical inventions 
of modern times, the idea of Apollo^s hol^ 
ing sessions and elections is of Italian ori- 
gin; but having been treated in it^s most 
ordinary light, with the degradation of the 
God into a mere critic or chairman, it has 
hitherto seeeived^none of those touches of 
painting, and combinations of the familiar 
abd fwciful, of wj:iiich it appears so proyo- 
€ative» and which the pres^it trifle is an 



xxn 

attentpt to supply. , The pieces it has al** 
ready produced in our language^ aie tl^ 
Session of the Poets, by Sir John Suckling; 
another Session, by an anonymous aulftioff, 
in the first volume of State Poems ; the 
Trial for the Bays, by Lord Rochester; and 
the Election of a Poet Laureat, by Shef^ 
lield, Duke of Buckingham* They are fcnr 
the most part vulgar and poor, with that 
strange affectation of slovenliness, which 
fhe lower species of satire, in those times, 
appears to have mistaken for a vigorous 
negligence or gallant utidr^ss. 

But the author is getting on his criti'^ 
cal ground agiain, and forgets that he muM 
now be regarded as having entered hisbiitn 
road of pretension, and be criticised as a 
poet himself. The necessity is rather per« 
plexing to one who' ha$ been makii^ mq 



XIV preface; 

free with others, and who scarcely consit 
ders himself as having finished his own 
studies in poetry; but as it is,— he ha? 
subjoined to the Feast of the Poets a few 
little pieces of a graver description, in or-r 
der that those, who in return for being 
lightly regarded, are eager to make accu- 
sations of levity, may see that he has at 
least a taste for more serious enjoyment. ' 
Should a state of health, not very acw> 
commodating, continue to allow him in 
his imprisonment the use of his pen, it is 
his intention, by the beginning of next 
year, to bring out a piece of some length, 
with which he is varying less agreeable 
studies, and in which he would attempt 
to reduce to practice his own ideas of what 
is natural in style, and of the various and 
legitimate harmony of the English heroic. 
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FEAST OF THE POETS. 



T^OTHElL day, as ApoUo fiiit pitdwg^ his darts 

Through the ckmds of November, by fits and by stfurts. 

He began to consider how toog it had l)een, . 

Sinte the bards of Old EnybMsdhadall h^en rung in* 

' I think/ si^id ^e God, reeollectipg, (and theQ 

He fen twiddling a sunbeam as I may my pen)^ 

' I think — ^let me see^-yes,- it is, I dechurej 

As long ago now as that Bui^ingham there : V 

And yet I can*t see why Fve been so remiss^ 

Unless it may b&— and it certainly is, 

Thpt.since Dryden*s fine verses and Milton*s sublime^ 

I hare fiurly b^cn sick of their 6Uig-s<mg and rhyme. 

B 



9 THB BBILSrr OP 

Tliere was CoIlilisi» 'tis titie> hiul m good deal to saf/ 
, But tihe rogue hadi no indM^ti^jr-^neitber had Garay.! 
And Thomson^ though best in his indolent fits, 
Either slept himself weatyi oi* bloated his wits.^ 
But ev0r^inf €!f fdpe sp0ii'4 1^ ^eiufs oflhe^t*^ ; 
With his cuckoo»soog versea> half up and half dotm^ 
There has been sueh a doling and iiaineness>r-*-by J/Oi^ 
I*d as soon hav^ gone damtosee Eemble in love. ^ 
However, of late a^ they'y€ roused them anew> 
I'll e*en go and give them a lesson or twp^ , 

And as nothing's done thefe |LOW*a-days^ withpfut «9tin| 
See wlmt kind of set X can must^ woiib txes^g* ; 
So saying, the -God bade^ hi8> horses walk !£pir'ard> . . 
And leavio^ th^m, took a ^g dive to the n0)p'ai:d[» ir 
For Gorddn's he madi^ i and, ai^ Gods who 6j^ ia. dqi». 
Came smack ouhislegs throu^til^dcawin^QpiD^lirijD^f 

And here I could telt, if it was*nit fcnr sp^fin^^i. 
How aU the town shook (is the godhead w^t p(^ jy|Ei;»,. 
How brightulooWd the poets, a^d brisk blew J^d ai^^ 
And the lauj^els tqok flow'r in the gi^rdens an4 B(|a9i!e^| 
But &ncies like these, thou^ Tve stores to i5^]^% m 



nd merelf dtmt^e thst:!^ gkbHook'd^dh^, : "^ > ^ 
lAnd the did fciksr iA-dMMr» esoslahiied ' BMs «sliowtn^ W 

ApoUo^ an^V*d; liad no^ sooner ejtnbodied 
IMIis essence etjiowbli than qiieiidii]^ his godhead^ ' -^ ^ 
me chang7d^lBS^|i|)eaT»ioe'^--^i^ ' ^ ^ 

IN(>-^4^Bt^8^ariefleiiilglatioe too vapid and low >—» < .. 

Xet*s se€M4»«^iiiidied7di|]ligt^ve]kt?--^No':^^^ ^ 

To a graceM youdg 46rd j[mt stept out of hk ^san^iagt^r- 
Or handsome yomig )^oet/ tite diqr of h£$ ineBisrriage^? 
No, — ^xlbdbodf B latettfe* ■ wfll* hdp me, I sefe. 
To afibrd yott a b&^ni of Whait he cduld be. 
Not &>ugh I d]91ected otiel {^ttern YietoHbiit 
Of an diat trii§ good; and aiidomjpHsH'a, afid glbH6ia^ ' '^^ 
Fromde^d#M^6day%ht;'oi^lk)(^sohtheihe^^^^ ' '* 
Affd calTd tip W^ft sKapfe Of ybtmg S^ffred Wmsetf > • ^ - ^ 

Imagine hot^^er, Sf shape th^ -^ • ''^ 

AflgrffeiiflbtoaabovenicaM ' - ^^^ ^^'^^ 

His Ifitobs^ tfte'^rtiictScm ^ elcgaiit stren^^ " '" ^'' ^^ 

A bift art^i^ ini^.^-^ A^fc^ '''^*''^ ^"^ 

(For the God, ybti'ffkidt^/«k#fiijJitoiA'^^^ 
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4 TH^fs;4^,.W 

As ii^k'jl.jWfja afefOftce tj^ trujs.qfl&pi'iiig pff Jpy^y, ,, 
The brow ^11 cijm!^<i^y,d^dfij^s pfij^-^y^f^i 
For though he,T^93j^QaDpiBig, Aftd^y4^che|^k^ 
And youth dpymsWs.shoviidfiW ,wp|it wopthMjig.,a!P4,-^ 
Yet his look wi^t^en^eaQh qf pa^t.jjigts i;^a^ iscJ^e^;" 
And the soidpf i«ke3Pmtyvth<^\!gi|tft3wP^ 

P would qi^jsay.Baafe^ leat^a^ cliw^^ shoul4|lo>|Bf#r 
Yet now.I have rpae)it|QiA'4 itl^ose^lftixipsfof the ^^ijsp^ , 
1 can't but observe wlfat, a, ^l^Vipmr th^y.shedr , v 
W^^^atii^o^ght P^<W t;^a.f?^ ^tfthis h^ 

Then they leap'd in theijr^fi^a^jk^es^, ^deW^^ hjrjgh 
Ae^^ gl\9t,^imd,^bc^t^^?^^^ 

And if, asjhe sb^k^b^jfJCjWs^J^ it's cluster* , , 
A curl fell gitJ^wart tli^n;i ^^ diirjfen'd tIfW^V^t?c> ,. 
A sprinkle of ^.t^oifg^ % d|ff)dn^ ^f ^]Enp> ; ^^ 
Like the ^n tju-owg^,^^ Jr^^^^jvljignf^^^^^ 

Than he heard ^ ^^i|y^^iip;^^^ji^^ 
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There was ^Stu^>imdR^iiQlds;'s^^^ aiidi£!)6^rr)rl 

All griiming a^ Wlk)^*h(]raM say, '151^ ' 

And migbty dhU C^bbVliubU^rin^ j^ldbe^ be^'iqi/ ' 
And sweet Billy IMmo]^/ a ^patting liis^ h^ up. ' ' '* 
The God/fei* an^tanti^t fbc'd ks a st<me, ' ' 

Tffl re(»v*rmgi hfe siid in a gcidd-^hdW ' ^^''^ 

• Oh, the wttitert, I ^see 5^-t^, iVw all ^ty WeH,— ' - ^ 
Only one of ytrti'M do jnst to answer the %cili* ' ' ' ^^ 
Butlord! taseeaHtlife great dramatiritaTfei^^! » - ^ 
They toiofked at eaSdh dther, knd inade sttdi gritnia^di ! ' ^ 
Then tumiiig sibbtit^ left the irobm in vexation, ' ' * 

Andifookj th^y say, 6oitfd'nt help muttering ^ l>amnati6iil' 
•Twas lucky fbf C6hn^ he was'iA there tbo, ^ ^ ^ 

For his pranki^'wouM have iciertaihiy met with th^Wej^ 
And Sheridan's alab, that fiiyu^ed old ^^^^ *' 

But one wa^ in (irisdn^'aiid bbth ^ete in liquor.**^ ' ^* 
The God Mktt^;^^ to seie his i^ ' ^' ^ 

Biit stop^*d^WJ^ ''^ 

Then gave miW^^hc«tbWki4, wfld boWd io thb 'fidor, ^^ 
And presented ti^'i^ilk^ W^t'e 1it6Upt't5 ^^do^{^ 

ApbiW'-jto^'i^ii^aii^^^j^ ^;^^^ ^^^^ '^'^ ^'^^^'^ ^" 



6 THE FEAST OF 

BeggM^lihe landUyrd to give^ttb respieets ix^oH tbre^r - 
Aiid say he'd be happy to aee them to tija.^ * - 

' Your Majefet^ then/ said I2te (Mius, ' ddttH: koim 
That a petson nam'd Ciubbe has been waMng* h^vr}^ 
He has taken his chair in tfaie kitch»i> they say/ • > 
' Indeed!' eaid ApoUb, ' Oh pray let' hiia& stay t • 
i^e'll be miich better pleased' to be ^th ^'^m dowii sM 
And will find 'ye all out with ybur cookings and cares :«^ 
But mind that you treat him as w^ as you're iable; * 
And let him have part of what goes ftom the tahlet.'^ - ^ 

A soft, smiling' voice then arose on the ear. 
As if' some oh6 fi*oih court was about to appear :— ^ 
' Oh, this is the rooni, my good ftiend? Ah I se^ it is j 
Room, sure enough, for the best-bred of deities !' 
Then came a whisper,-^and then was a- huslk,-'-* 
And theh, with a sort of d'todk of a i>lush. 
Came in Mr. Hayley, all poBsh^'d confiision. 
And said, * Will Apollo excu^ this intrusion? «• 

I might have kept back,— but IthoiJght 'f wo^d lock odd. 
Mid friendship, you knotiT, — ^pl*ay ho\^ i^^yd^ar God 
A smile, followed up by a shake of thfe head. 
Crossed the fine lip of FhQ^bus,.who view'd him, and said. 



And one tMt y^ my Vfo^ ii!ifani:^«f^^.pl9ia sp^^il^g: 
¥ra]rte9P VWlto hm^f^md ^ihii^ jbiimi^ of d^y,, , ^^ . 
TThat^your: id^vs.opviie^tcdMyie be^n.aU.tb^, Vi^x^ tfj^ 
One toi tbaur^sHidth part^df th^ wo^. and ,tl^ time ^ 
That you've wafltied on praises ib^atetid of your rbjfi^ei, 
Kigfatf^Te gained you a Utfe to jl^hk Jmi <4 tipeedpi^y 
Bait WQlwaBu^.4^ endings^ lugg|'4 in. as you neied 'eni^ 
Of hearts and imparU ywhex^'s the soul that can tead *em? ^ 
So sayings bis pyi^ so alanmn^y sh^we, . . , 

That ere it could wink> t^l^. pooFx deyil^iyas mn^. . 

A hem .was then heai:d> cons^^j^nti^ lU9i4 si^l^PP^i^^ ^ 
.And a sour lUUe gen;tlel9a^ vs^'d w^ a rap in^ 
He bow*d> look'd silxniit buQQ> aqe]p(vyi cold^ ^4^t down^ 
And said^f Tm suipcis'd that^ yoi|*ll visitft)us tp^:-^, , 
To be sure^ there aroxme^r twp<^i^>¥hoI^igwypi¥U , 
But as for the >?est, |t|iey are. aU muck be]9:^yo% ^ ^ 

So stu]|^d> in^en^'nd, th/9«n^¥€;s arf> gfpwp» 
-Th^y tftaUf pjf^fer ^cpk^ ^fi^mto tJf^ own ; 
Sd that:wbat.wit^thf^i;a^jt.%^^ a^d s^i^ff^. 

They have sip)(i^ d^ipy^fasid my fi^^ }q^g.f noju^h/ , 
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' Aiid pngr; liftf %2BSEkh^^^ ^ t^ 

' Who 1b6}^^dnei^m^ il^ei^i -^H«fa7>3iii^^i-^^ IdMH^ 

The rody thai got ^Fid df ^le Cfic^Giar and' Iiii|uts;^««^| iv 
That pla^^ of^tte btH^r^lM^^M^siwr^d ^ok tlK>tHlKi«i>' 
The Juvenal I09 itdrps^gapio^oilete idMifi«. v fif - 
At least in what Di^fddi hia not dbnehioiBtf 1 o ^ «n n 
Aiid.tii6ie?a«maitlUtt§r'wiidichfe#^ Hili8t>nqpa 

In the fldU^itetil^ dttMHid^ thatktmqufr^ jktf^eOtir 
But not to insist mt^JmP^CKmxmmdMoim' > 
Of modesty^ Tvit^ and a^ndl jstoekof .patieiwo> 
My vkit just jmr iai^d |iiietiaiB]iHa0> r > > ; .^ 

And not tb^nnli^jer^tao^pliiaip^^ 
So sayiQ^iieiiaiigi; to leaav^i)0ydaig^>in^^ doubts ;:; i^ 
And the sour IMte Ipentlinnh Ueici'fLha^ ^ 

Next cameWdiel^Saott^viihik4liel^<w8lghtf ifi^ 
For as sdocit«a'fcif rvlMgipc.iMriB «i^«a iis4ft I . ^i<;i 

Tta&d]Hnsc«iid%artiiffidi-aa . 

And th^uii^44vni»ttfek|dlwfi^^ 



i t ^ 
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Hien he loeiB;^ i gl^ n^^i m ^ ^fkA i^r^p. 

- > .•■%•■■- 

or hm^lmfl^ mm-si^^^fi^^^ i-'i/ 

tow pMy^.^o»il«^r^*«^'^^ Jiltf^ ti^ipeiMiy^^^ . ^^x 

—-All you Bdi^iBaW0Db^lmaao&jow y ■■ ^ ( J 

Lnd how ccxM jaaiMaak too «f ifaidngitb isdile I ^ >^f t/ 
L'gHjpdbdtelffl ot&iF'd^.iditt]^ tiiflre^'taiA^ 
lut prase. Joch mjjo^4ih>»ip»^^muU of tiBie>^ fi ^i 

^Tho fairly tflttsLtni^titt/latt^btett^^ pff./ .! ;; it > 
^ (NTiguial, man; stiii\3iij|D6r»^Hni[ibU6 ktt| : . r ^ ;-^7 ^V. 
'HOT wbtakhtpmrnkt^maatrim^lkug^Ss^ la bn/ 

knd rememheriiMlaitndbfAi^ivii^ Tjmyilrf#ri)jir ^^- P^ 
[he croWlk;ofy^.tniub^S8 fyatMtafx4ritaMU^^< ^di 2>n/ 

' A9djbeM>f cmd^A^^cdlfli^f^iiSiffi^ 
iVho shall pHnle(i9la%tl4^y iMrAnf^McfciifttitGMnooes ^^ lo^i 



I need a^tiislc after tbeplAiiafoa*^ ... ... ij 

'Twoulid be 4Kidy 1 1^<^^ i£ I loitr^t thf^rh ^^t ^ . 
Butth^'simef^^tWnsrivealwayB {(^:gfCltt|^tQ^(]g^^ 
Youri^rM^catjw>-Trfi:»y,giye^i^^ , . .. ; , 

A fancy like your% .timt^c^ p]^ lt> ^^y^ Pff^J*.. > . 
And;<% witb fil^ tagei:a tUer^lib <tl^ t«V^ ;,., . 
Should drap from Itaelf t|^ w])j9]1|^ cJuLpii of it*s j§q^ 
Nor put up with noti^j tj^t tp^ otfeers feelpiig/ ' ^ ^ ^ . 
The poet* to thi3 i«»^ a1piQV^,t(>):ep]jrA. ,.. . .. \^ 

When Moorej coonog io^ jqa^ighriU^ Ditty's ^?>i .. n.^ 
Who gave hiin.his.h^n4, mdssiA, ,^ Sltew ,me i^ 3igj(i| 
That can gixe a dsniu^^Qifi^^ , ... 

Or that earth 9lam}4 norepri^Ai»(|iV9.a)i:etQtl3t^^j^ 
Than the self-mpr^y^d mQr^la Qf,^^g;;a^,^i4]3« , , 
Hepentant I ^peak ifc;,-r*4h(^gh yf}^en> I m»s, wiJdi, . ;; 
My friends should j^eipfmber thstWP^d waa akph|ld»-r- ^ 
That custoiBa jvera. di£E *r«rt» .and youi]^ peopte>, pjfi^, ^ ; 
Had no better examples. than tk)pp|e^ 4^^^ , ^ri 

But soon as I leiaisithow to vabie thjesejdoings« ,. iw!/ r; 
I never mu<^y£du0dyaucbil)kigs.aad^qqcH^ ■., >< 

They onfy laakj^iMle :t^be0t>^m]^l^^ <■- .. . ^^t 
And since my popi^Aaphoa iti^e4 l^wia iWi&eej^r » . ^ ;i 



~ Uhereare veiy iew poeb; ^K^Mise caps orMiffie cuSii' ^ ^ 

Xlave obtain^ ^ch a laitre]: by bunting thef giitt. ^ 
■^So it gitis me, dear'Tom, A'dfeKgbt bey6ntf1ttfeai5li<c, ^ ^ 
TTo 'find bow you've' mendM your noUonik of pleaisiire i^ ' ^ 
S'or never was poet, wbose Hadticlfifl bours ' \ 

Couldbaslbinaricberabstratitidn of 1)^^ • *^^* 

■^ Wifli sounds and Idtb spirits, of charm to detain "^ ' 

The wonder-ej^ed soul in tbeir magic domain ; - ^ - 

And never sbould pdet, sogiftdd and rare, 
X^oUute die bright Ed^n Jbve givte to his can^; 
• IBut love ttie Mr Virtue; for whom it is given, ' 

And keep the spot pnre for tbe^isits of heaven/ * * ^ 

^ He spoke wMi aMlraiitif&, biith^ aedent was bUmd, > '. 
And the poet^bow^ddown wiOva bHish' to hisf hand> 
lyhen aU'^n a midden, ther^ rose! on 'the stairs 
A noise as of person? t^th suiguliir airs^' 
' YouM faavethoiigiit *ttiras €he Blih<^ or JtCc^a coining. 
Or wbolet^ourt of Aldermen heAwing and bnmniingi ^^ 
Or Abbot/ae least, with bis Ufih^^b^^ ^ 
But 'tyf2ia ciiiiSfB6h'&&p!^ .* 

As soon as he saw^hkn, ApoilO'Seeni^d^^i^to'd^ V" 
But as liilfaBd i^M^ k nMtOfbcit^aM tf / : ' ' / 



By aU the vain mMer^tmA'h^^'^ohiAs^^ 

He tura'dmia^Sife itfilt Wthdiit ijv^tf^ ^*'^'^ 

For Colerir^ IMi^^rfMiil^iigls^^ 1 siip^ib^,^'^^ 

By his Idlu)^; k^d'^bfali^y'^'ktkadl^^ iti^i^4$ '^ 

And WorddWbW(xbi^d^y> xn^ 

By going andchtogi^Wef haii^fai- at Wlk^;^ ^^^^ 

These heroes Ih^tit^v^ lonfg ii&^ '^ ^^ ^ 

Were not by ccwrt^mpt tb Ife so dri^^h^ 1^ ' ^^ ^ ' 

But followed the'Gbd tip> aiid ishtftihg' tiitefa^ ^lai»;^ ^, ^^ 

Stood f^in'y^'tyrifsence, ih'hidl^e^V^^ ^'^' 

When dhe^ bei^:^ioitfeg t^^ < ^ 

In praise of feioiihariKiig oi^'s fHteiid^^ 

Anttt*<rt*fer sottielihts lit had macfe ofe^ ai^v*/^-^ ^^ '^^ 

Shewing hoi^i^hdh^ib^imd'ltltuid'Whk^^ ' 

And how, when 'twfeS^tedimc'd'iloldfigerj Jfe^Ml! ^^ '^^ ^ 
A wild thin^WflldtWi h^ ^^it^Wtf It^to^W "^' ^' ' ^ * • 

Then he gaz*d upoH' iibd^^, iiMiiobki^glSb^l^;" "' ^ 
Bropt aiiai«^6?ttiBrt-«rt*'^)l^ ^ 

Ap©TOha!f%ri^»i*n^^ ' ^' i' 

And cri^ •^^w>ti^lw eitet^^ute^e^^ ^^^ /! 



Has tairt the %^^}lie^ of W 1^^ ,,; , a 

But the ^^^Jiesf ps^wfu^J^re^^MPi^^^^^ t v 

AVhs^jij tiWpkt y^ a^ )mM^'8| %«fffe gq^^i^ w>q ^flf. r » // ],■ » A 
Of the ev*iy-df^ fe^i^pg^^oi^^veryp^^ s- . : . , ^^t 

And that poetry ^e^^ jaQt^in som^tMiig 9#^ >f : : .^ , i 
Butingath'raagt^iei^^afP.IJ^fcQ^ u,a jt/v 

Mustaban^^dolf^out%>a/8pfK:t^#nu^ r, ; ..ji .^ . ': 
About Twori^q(?ft pp IHbtiui^ be yoitt J^cl jf>f| jVfRfp ^^y , t^ 
And your \^}$^ffg^^inff^pf9fn^ 

There is on^;gd^;ofUL^ie,--rr:ti9^ pjF hiiiiitJtij^J ^JB^rlrn/ 
Should i?Hr^.l^rc^),l?^ .Oi|r#!^, ^iP?«^?JW^n$/ WIiTT 

IT 

And been tjj§ifii^t,m^.|it^y t^ «oii / f. 

But resolved as I.j^jp^toi |!i | ^t<»im Ag B^lj^^: It » I v . 
'Twbtt witjyid..fla^f^ ji^Wij^^j, M ^^>«^^ <Pfiiti9»*ft?^i 

Win shewJt,;^^ i^^aJ>*j,-Tr^ilJHte^ j^f icr 

Hespokej anj^.p99r,,l^^j|ifpi^,^c^(^ 

(For he ^s^S'^mWiim^h^im^mA^ im^^ bah 
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When Apollo, iv ysi^ t^kwxemma^mti^l^h - . 
Threw rotiiiA Ubi a rel^iuil tha|^ iv|i$ porpl^ fmd^wkitei 

The same that of iald ufif'd t^ tq^^his o^i^na «MiQ<i^M^>^^ 
When qamSmg £roim ]iieavesi> he*d sppx^s the bdMddors . 
The fosurdi like ^aef^pdJEioeaia^ Hrenfe home in't^ 
And lives uadeKneath4tV it eaeBOBy at tUs msBBOsiiL?''* 

Apollo thei^. tttmi|»g: and smoothing his fjcosofy 
Xkuie Southey tailfie wa^mJiig^and fethiiii ^itdowni 
But the rest lof Boh 'Sfcieiii^^. top. aii^ilj^ to flinch^ 
Stoo(l^ffiiBn^ their &oes^ ai|d stii^^ not aaiincb f 
While.^^, lookjtng isoit^aad poU^^ 
Confessed With a sifhy that 'twas whfit he e^ 
Sifice Phcebiu. had ^ta% l^axi^ t^ ^:»9i)fidi^ i^ 
Such pro^KB as Joh|isoi|> and rhyvii^iis as 1>py4en.* . 
Butwr(c0i.4esi9'4 Apdloj-^avidtufi^^ , . 

' WhateTer,' be crM> ^ Wf rortibe fa«lt#, c^ such pif». 
Ye 9hatt:ti7>< wi«td»pd mortfJ^^ how weU ya can 
What Diryden has witnessed, unsmote wit^,4i9^itajr»'^' 

He sai(li at4.th0pla^ «Uf^eii^l)ci'4f»weUi^ 
While hia locks laod his i^sagiaf gvew' ain^yily hitig^t s < r 
Asd ^cSoiida^i Jbu]nfD9jii|\lt^; jr9n!4;£03^ op'^e^hl^tte^;, 
To encircle hia^ state^ us he^tood inr his pridej • 



Tin at iakihkfnXiimtj ptAmW Wf$, - ^ 

-> I And bdiit dii tlhe^ht !h itie |k}lBp of b& lAoe 
Then a ^6ii^ belu»*d r6uiid; as of iery rbdsy ' ■ 
Wtdi tbe sdimd of deqfxvga^ and ciloi4ster gocte$ 
And the faite^'oShaatda, ^o^lvisg Msk tnxA tbeir slac^ ^ 
Came throi^gmg about wijfli int^tness of eyed,-*— r . / 

And the !^^ie were all he^td> &s the hBnsio&y swe&*4i*^ 
And the ^pheres^ petL&tt^ m> th^ loil^- rafyttire upheid^^^ I' 
And aUthings/iihbTe, aiid'^letteal&; and alo«^ 
Seem*d a warld dE hi9^t Vision, set fioettiog* in sonnd. * 
That sight send that mtisiif might tiot be susts^U ' 
But by tM^ ^o k glbiy m46 ftrydfiisfs^h^ 
And eveto the fotri^lvho hadfgrstfcioash^ fbdnd, ^ ' ' ^ 
After gazing &<iJi4i^/B(^'d^thi^i]li ddii^ tdthe gfotuidl ' ' 

r 

JWfaat then co^^n^dh Bi^ tli^t fe«l^-^d Gf<^ - 

Through tlie door in to inst^t they rttsh'd and theydei^. 
They ttti^'d> aii(f litey d^h^d; &id they i^crambl^, andt 
"' stonlifkdi^ ' -••' ^ ■-■''': ■•■•A 

And neV(»r 0^6 tiiought \<1iit^ Wdd liiad'Or^ai^ fecft, i < / 
And i^ tbt^llgh ttae ItekBi Httidl^^ 
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So great wai tliepuiic ttiay stride -wHh thrittofji^ 
That of aU w&> llad cxmie to lie lipated t|M^ 
Not (me ventur*d up> or would stay near the j^'i 
Even Gvdker dedin'd^ notmUutandiiii: his &oe) 
And old Peter Fiodar tiim*d pale^ and siipprett*d> 
With a death-bed Bensatkm^ a Uasphemous jeit*' 
^ut Phoebus do sooner had gam'd his good mA» 
Thaa he put off his terrors^ aJdd rais*d up his finsMk 
Who stood for a momeiit^ entranced to behold 
The glories subside and the dim-roUing ffM, 
And listen'd to sounds^ that with ecstacy burning 
Seem*d dying &r up^nrard^ like heaTen returning. 
Then ' Come/ cried the God in his decant mirth« 
'Let us make us a lieav;*QL of our own upon earthj 
And wake with the lips^ that we dip in our bowlsj 
That dirinest of music^^-congenial souls/ 
So saying, he led through the dining-room docMr, 
And seating the poets, cried * Laurels for four !* 
No sooner demanded, than lo ! they were there. 
And each of the bards b^d a wreath in his hair. 
Tom Campbell!s witb willow and poplar was twin*d 
And Soutbey*s with mountain-ash pluck'd in the wi 



And widii^lM^^y^ ahd Maq^itt^&i^^ ^ 

Aad ridi^iwsfef'ttfe fe^ as am ie^cui*'^ drekiiM,-^ ^ • ' * 

But su^qfib Vfdet y^gtt di^ ' ''^^ 

Fort3teie*a%id«tt(iiBObherdete*^ - <- « 

Than it turi^%idikfcy<*i^fte'i^ ^^ • 

The fish and^hlMeifav f^rdodm^le^ Hret^^daiiie, -: A 
On accoviA!$fHS^ fineness; in £b(ie ih)m tlve ^; 
The wincii'W^iii aifl ^etla^ of di£fel«nt i^m^ 
To whi<^1*&lat-i^ tiotlfia^/iar Vti-giiiis tafc',' '^ "-^ 

Nor MoafefdcMb/thongh Bamg 6f^ ^ ^ ' 

Then as fop the ifieirftfe; ytni nrighfgardito iUr^^, ^ - ^ 
Before y©tf1iikfla taise toe sricli Apples arid gagesr^ ^ -^ 
And aU on ihfe^tabib iM) Sdd^ 

Than theif ya^^nekt th^ (Sridlilt^^d^bfe^iilWlt^. '''^ 
'Twasmasifc'iii#)rt,%idiMcibte^^ '^^'^ ^^'^^ 

The tfeyjS&te^rvatofet^ hiald»Mlix&M '"^^ 
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To ydivelrhimg ivory the furniture tttFa*d> 
The fierviee with opal and ac^amaii^ buirn'd 
Each candlestick changed to a pillar of goid,; <. 

While abuodle jof. beams .topkthe place of tine mould 
The decaaters and glasses pure diamond-became^ . i :/ 
And the corkscrew ran scrfully round into flame^ . . 
In a word^ sacom{detely forestall*d were the wisheei- 
£v*n harmony struck ^m the noiw of the dishes. 

It can't be 8U|^)os*d I should think of repeatliig 
The fancies that flowed at this laureat meeting > uj..^.- ' 
I haveoi't the brains^ and besides/ >was -not there ^ < 

But the wit may. be easily guess'd^ by the chair : 
Suffice it to say^ it was keen as could be^ . ; . 

Though it sof^n*d to |Mrettines8 rather at tea^ . : > ^ 

I must mention> however, that during the wioey 
The memory (tfShakspeare was toasted with nin^$ « 
When Ic^ as each poet was. liffcii^ his cup> 
A strain of invisible music struck up :«*— 
'Twas a'mixture of aH-the most exquisite sounds ' • a 
To be heard upon earthly or fanciful groimds, *» - ii 
When pomt>a or when passions their coming declare. 
Or there's something at work in the moonshiny air i 



'^or the tnmipet fipnoig iHiti Trith fl fiereit^Aamagkilast, 
^iid the hautboys laaitefttingly mii^Iedj and pra 
*X*]11 a smile-drawmg 8weei»€68 stole in at^ the^^o§e \ 
'^Vith the breathing c^ flutes and the smoothing of bows/ 
Ajid Ariel ivas> heard, si]^ing< thiidy and sole, 
"X^h^ with trii^^ tenuity vaiiifth'd aUxft. < 

'X'he n^?[t^name wasAifiltonyand six was the 8hcNit> l 
XVhen burstiii^ at mice in it*s mightiness out, 
iThe organ >€ame gath*rinj^ and rollmg its thunder j 
"Vet wanted not' intervals^ calmer of wonder, - • 

^or stops of low sweetness, like winds when they fJBdli ' 
^or Toices ElyBian^'-^at Cflane with a c^^ *{ 

"irhen follow'd my SpeoBer^ with five to his share> 
And the light-neighiiig trumpet leap*d freshly on airj ' 
IVith prdudes (xf flutes as to open a seenei 
And pipes with coy sitotches that' started betw^n> ■' ^ ^* 
Till midden it stopped,— and you' heard a dim strain. 
Like -the shett of old Triton far over ^e main. /- 

'TwouM be tedious to oount alL ttie luuSEiefir as'thef iioi^. 
But none wiere <Hnitt0d> you^ll easly- suf^pose^ ' i > '■ « ^^ 
WhoB^£anGy has<atiwn'd with one twig of the bay, • ' 
Ftdi&old-fotbeK Cfa^ueer to Coliii^ aa»l Osrcryt j ^^ ' 



I mustnt forget thO]L]gh> that Bob, like a gander^ 
Would give ''a gyeat geBiu5>'*-— oi^ie Mr. liandori* 
And Walter looked Up too^ and begg*d to propose 
A particular Mend of his>— one Mr. B^ose : ^^ 
But the God look'dat Southey^ and shrugging his shoi 
Cried, ' When> mjgood Mend^ will you tryjto grow ol 
Then nodding to Soott, he said, * Fray be as portly 
And rich as you please, but a little less comily.' 
So> changing the subject, he called upon Moore, 
Who sung such a song, that they shouted ^ Encore I 
And the God was so pleas'd with his taste and his to 
He ob'ey*d the next call, and gave one of his own, — 
At which you*d have thought,— (^ twas so witching a ws 
The -guests had all tum*d into listening marble ; 
The wreaths on their temples grew brighter of blooi 
As the breath of the Deity circled the room -, 
And the wine in the glasses went rippling in roundgj 
As if foUow'd and &nn*d by the soft-winged sounds. 

Thus chatting and singing they sat till eleven. 
When Phoebus shook hands, and departed for heavei 
' For poets,* he said, ' who would cherish their pow4 
And hop*d to be deathless, must keep to good hours* 
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^o off be betook him the way that he came> 
And shot up the north> like an arrow of flame} 
E'er the Bear was his inn ; and the comet^ they say^ 
JS^aa his tandem in waiting to fetch him away. 
The others then parted^ all highly delightedi 
And so shall I he^ when you find me invited^* 
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* I think — let me see — yes, it is, I declare. 
As long ago now as tfiat Buckingham there, 

Sheffield^ J>uke of Biickinghamslure> one of the 
licentious dabblers in wit^ who were educated in the 
court of Charles the Second. It would have appeared 
a great, piece of insolence to this flimsy personage^ 
who in a posthumous edition *of his works is recom- 
mended to the care of '^Time, Trudi, and Posterity,^ 
to be told^ that at theiiistaifiCe of a hundred years, it 
would be necessaly to say who he was. His Graee; 
it is ^roei by favour of long standing> and of th^ 
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carelessness or ignorance of compilers^ still 1 
his place in those strange medleys of good and 
called collections of the English Poets -, but very 
persons know any thing of him ; and they wh< 
will hardly object to the tone of contempt with i;i 
Apollo speaks of a grave coxcomb^ who afiecti 
care npthii:^ for the honours of either literatu 
the worlds when he was evidently ambitious of 1 
In his election of a Poet Laureate where I 
Prior^ and others^ are among the candidates> he 
modestly introduces himself:^* 

' When Buckingham cafne, he scarce car'd to be seei 
Till Phoebus desir'd his old friend to walk in; 
But a laureat |>eer ha4 never been known, ^ 

The commoners claim'd that place as their own. 

Yet if the kind God had been ne'er so inclined 
To break an old rule, yet he well knew his mind. 
Who of such preferment would only make sport^ 
And laugh'd at all suitors for places at court. 

I may here, by the ivay, take notice of a str 
piece of carelessness, which has escaped Mr. W 
Seott in his edition of Dryden, and which, unle 
had made eighteen volumes of it, xnight be const 
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into an ignorance of his author 3^ — at least, it does 
not exhibit to advantage his familiarity ^th the 
poets either of thsdt age or the succeeding one^ As 
aa additionJod argument to prove, that Dryden had 
no hand in Buckingham's vulgar Essay on Satire^ 
he asks in a note on that passage 

To tell men freely of their foulest faults. 

To lau|^ at their vain deeds and vainer thoughts^ 

" Would Dryden have pardoned such a rhyme V 

It would apiiear so, for he used it repeatedly him-' 

self* Not to multiply instances, see the ^d part of 

the Conquest of Grenada, Act ^. Sc. 1^?— Act 3. 

Sc 1. — and Act 6. Sc. 2,— ••three tones in one play. 

It was also used after him hy Fo|>e> Swift, and 

others, who affected to be conscientious rhymers | 

and in &ct, there was nothing in it to startle them ; 

for it appears by Johnson's Dictionary, that as late 

as fifty years back, the I hi fault was not only dropt 

or retained at pleasure, but that '^ in conversation 

it was generc^ suppressed." It is curious, that on^ 

of the authorities, in which this pronunciation is 

exemplified^ should be another passage from Dryden. 
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*And Thomon; though best m his mdcleixtjifsr 
Either slept himself wearyi, or bloated his voUs, 
■ In thinidng it necessary to explain thift pauMiige, 
I oi^y wish to deprecate all ided of diBrespeci 1o the 
memory of Thomson>-^-a man df a most c6r^ 
nature as well as of genius. The '* bloated hisf wits" 
alludes tb the redtmdant and tutnid character of 
miudi of has principal i^oesaa, and thfe^^' slept himseM 
weary'* to his Castle of Indolence^ wfaidi tsertaiulf 
&ILs off towards the concltision, though it is'di:quiiite 
^r th6 moist part> pdrHcuhlrly in the outset* I^woolB 
rather take my idea of Thomson as a poet fretn this 
little production ^an from all the rest of his worlfii 
pi^ together* lliere is tnore of invention in it^^-^ 
more <if tsmbssist^ faiMsy and abstract enjoymaal^ 
and in copying^ th^ simplicity together with the 
quain)3M88es of a grdit poet^ he became mo^ natxd^i 
iand really touched hi^ i^urbject witH a knbre oiiginal 
fireehneto^ thatt when he had hid style to hims^. 
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• ■ ■ _ ' ■ », 

-^ But ever sinee Pope spoWd thenart: of ike town 
-With his Qltekoih'Wng verses^ half wp and half dinmi &c. 
. The cfau^ agaiiist Pope> of a momxtcmoa^ and cloy- 
isig^ versiiicatioii is not newj but his swscessQirs; jbare 
found the style of tdo easy aad.acGOmmodaiUiig ft 
description U> part with it ^ aod v^derd in genela^^ 
St must bQ confessed^ have nKure than a<!:iqui«sc^ 
]Si< tbdir iwant ol< amlntion. . The* late, X>r. Pa2nrai> 
whose notion 6f po6ticaLmi»sk> in« oomisKxn .with fHoek 
olGoldknith andothers^^ was of th^ school of Vo^, 
thought his. faste rwas otherwisie.differ^ntj was p^r 
h^kps the irst;, who by carrying it to its extiisme 
pitch of sameneas^) aiki ringifig^^ it t|i&Qte^y4 in q^'^ 
e^c^ gave tfa&pufbfic at large a suij^iciOii that th^i^ 
wa»mmelh]]ig wrong ilk it'Sruatsure^ Sut dFtfaoe^ 
who' saw 4t*s ^deficieiicieSir. part'had thie ambitiQli 
wxtboot thet tastttrdv atteiltiein requisite fqor stmb^iog 
iBitora bettei) path^ and bfseam^ eocentide in anptb^ 
esEtremcTx while ; others^: who saw the/iMly of bo|^> 
were content to' keep the beaten track and s^^ ft 
proper exaihple to: neither. By th^se app^i-bP"^" 
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ever, the public ear has been excited to exp 
sometldiig better ^ and perhaps there neyer wa 
more favourable time than the present, for 
attempt to bring back the real harmonieis of 
English heroic, and to restore to it half the t 
principle of its music,'— varietj?. 

I am not here joining the cry of tl^oee, . wbp afi 
to consider Pope as no poet at all. He i^ I confi 

# 

in my judgment, at a good distance from Dryd 
wad at an immeasurable one f rop such men 
Spenser and Miltoii; but if the author of the R 
of the Lock, of Eloisa to Abelard, and oi the EI< 
on an Uofortunate liady, is no poet, then are & 
•and feeling no properties belonging to poetry, 
am only considering his versification^ an^ U{ 
that point I do not hesitate to say, that I reg: 
him, not only as no master of his art, Imt as a vi 
ind^fer^nt practi^er, and one whose reputatkm.v 
grew less and less, in proportkin as the lovers 
poetry become intimate with his great predeoesso 
And with the principles of musical beauty in genei 
Johnson/ it is true^ .objects tP those whq judge 
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lEbpe^d versification ''by principles rather tlito 

perception,*' treating the accusation against him as 

a cant, and suspecting that the accusers themselves 

^^ would have less pleasure in his works, if he had 

tried to reliere attention by studied discords, and 

^^ected to break his lines and vary his pauses/* It 

is dangerous to hazard conclusiops with regard to 

the opinions of others, u]pon matters of which our 

own senses have but imperfectly informed us* JdhiH 

son, by his own confession, had no ear ; aUd cm this 

subject, as well as graver ones, might be incU^aed 

to resent opinions, which interfbted with his sdif^ 

love, or disturbed the preconceived notions u|)on 

which he had rested himself. Without dwdfing 

therefore upon tlie praises which he has elsewhet^ 

bestowed upon these very varieties, and which! we 

may reasonably suspect him dP having pronounced 

upon ti^ strength of the rule whichhe treats so Mft^ 

temptuously,^ it ought to be recollected, that the 

• See particolaTly the Ufe ©f Dr^en, where he praise* 
that exceUent versifier for knowing how " to vary his pausei 
and adjtXst his accents ;*^and observes, that as ** the cssekicc 
«f verse is regularity,** so << its oraaokeiii U wvriet||/': 
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piiBciples of an art are nothmg but tlie i^esFoltsof 
a general agreeinentv to wlikh 4he finest percep- 
tions have come respecting it; and that the taste^ 
which eould be* content to do without vaiiety in 
inusic or padnting, would be thought very unfur< 
ziish^d for criticism upon it> either on the score oi 
principle or perception. .« .>, 

. The truth is, that perception has had nothing to di 
with the matter. The public ear was lulled inti 
a want of thought on the subject ; the word^ mun 
and harmony came to be tossed about with an utte! 
fbrgetfiilness of their meaiung;.and so contents 
and iminquisitive had every body become' on thi 
head, that even thosie who sat down for the expres 
frarpose of calling Mr. Pope*s admirers to a prope: 
and smaller sense of his merits as a poet, were never 
.theless equally agreed, that as a versifier his pre 
eminence was not to be touched"^. It ^was ^ 



* See the Essay of Joseph Warton on his Genius anc 

AVritiogs. The ^Doctor seems, tp have had 4,he f^f^n«^Qt»on! 

of poetic hs^rmoD^ as his brother Thomas,; who thp^b^.tJ^ 

Milton, " notwithstanding his singular skill in music," hai 

/' a very- bad ear/' said of ^Uo^<&b^u ideal ia yersificatjioA J 
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0ame iade«4 €iQ over ikivope^ Voltaire> who agreea* 
\jtly tjQ the genius pi the Frendb: stage dise(»rered 

i^y ]|^r«, give^ 411 auaiABiiig^ ioptance, , }n the. third book of Ibe 
Faerie Queene, Canto 1. St. 14., is the following passage :-» . 

At len^theycame intpafoi^est ^df«. , r 

Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sound 

• Full grfesly seem'd: — therein ther^ long did'ryde, ' ^ 
,Yet ^ract of living creature none they founds 

Save beares, lyons, and buls, which romed them around. . 

This last verse, says Warton, ** would be improved, in it's 
hanttony by heading, 

; , Save ^^o|iSy beards, , and bulsx &c. i 

as would the following also, Book 5. Canto 2. St. 30. 

• ' ' Yet "i^as^^dMh^d much of/ooles, tbonien, and hoys, 
if.wewe^e tc^read; ^ . . . ' < ^ 

Yet was admired much of women, fooles, and boys. 

,. .(...,;... •• • -...:>> -' • ■ i -^-'-^ ^ '■■■ *- 

But these corrections are made by the critic, upon a suppo- 
sition that his author must have infallibly written what was 
h€9ti*'y- The reader will' recolli^, that th^^ lines are in thib 
course of a very long poem; yet so little had Warton's este 
profited by his acquaintance with the Greek and Italian 
writerSi as well as those of his own country, that he had ob- 
tained no perception of what is musical beyond that of mere 
smoothness. Upon this note Mr. Upton very justly observes, 
that /'as nothing is so tiresome as verse in the same unvaried 
measure and cadence, so the best poets, as Homer and Virgil 
among thd ancients, Spenser and Milton among the.modern^s^ 



Itf a9)(ypr€)t6i»ioiiSj wbo shaUc^ittebcfoivthemiRiitil]^ 
edit a new stop or two to hi» lyre.— To come to 
IMorticiikrs. •— ^ Let ihe i«ader take anyr dozen or 
twenty lines from Pope at a hazard^ orif; he pleased, 
£roB(i his best and most elaborate passages^ andbe 
•will find that they have scarcely any other pauses 
.4han at the fourth or fifth syllable^ and both .with 
little variation of' accent. Upon these the poet iB 
.eternally dropping his voice^ lineaft^rllne^ 9ometima 
upon only one of th^oa for eight or ten lines toge^ 
ther3 so that wjhen Voltaire praised him for bring* 
ing down the h&rsh wranglings of the English trum* 
pet to the soft tones pf the flute^> h^ $hou}d ba^ 
added> that he made a ik)int of stopping e*very instant 



* Dictioanaife Philosophique, Art. Pope. — The reader will 
allow me to deprecate any application of these remarks on 
versification to the Feast of the Poets. The unamhitioitf 
hallad-measure in which it is written, has not only had a par* 
ticular time and tune annexed to it from time immemorial, 
so as to he led otf like a kind of dance, but as'the <:ouplets are 
^ally made up of four lines thrown into two^ may be allowed 
to appeal to it's own laws. This however is a trifle not 
worth the settling^. The chief merit which is^ expected id 
ykne^ ^of this description i» idioi&atical 6«un^» - 
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Upon one or two particular notes. See^ for instanoe, 
the first twenty lines of Windsor Forest^ the two 
first paragraphs of Bloisa to Abe1ard> and that 
gorgeous misrepresentation of the exquisite moon* 
light pictxiTO in Homer. . The last may weil he 
quoted :— 

As V^hien ihembdii'^l^fhl^^eiit lamp bt niglit. 
O'er Heav'ns clear azure— spreads her sacred lig^ht. 
When not a breath— disturbs the deep serene. 
And not a cloud— o'ercasts the solemn scene ; 
Around her thione-^he vivid planets roll. 
And stars unnumber'd — gild the glowing pole, 
Cer the dark trees — a yellower verdure shed. 
And tip with silver— ev*ry mountain's heai ;— 
Then shine the vales — ^the rocks in prospect rise, 
A flood of glory — ^bursts from all the skies : 
Xbe conscious swains— rejoicing in the sight. 
Eye the blue vault— land bless the useful light. 

.. Yet this is variety to the celebrated pictiueof Be* 
Unda in the Rape of tl^e Lock • — 



Not with BiMegiarie»'-ia th' etheceal plain 

The sun first rises— ^'er the purpled main. 

Than issuing forth-— the rival of his beams, 

Launch'd on the bosom— of the silver Thames. 

Fair nymphs and well-dress'd youihs-^around her shone. 

But ev'iy ^^t— ^?a» fi|(^44»n her aloiiew> 
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Whiefa Jeliimishtkiss — mdiiifidek adore. 

Her firely looks— a spri^^y mind fisclose, k 

flBJekMherijwi ■■<! af oafia'd aa Aaatx 

PaTours to Done — to all she smiles exfends ^ 

Oft she rejects— hot never once offends. Jc 

IHghtmfce— hi i eyes Aggatw strike 

And like the soifr— they shme on aU alike. 

Yet gracefdl ease— and sweetness Toid of pride, ^ 

ICght hida her teOts^-tf bcllH Ittd JMiUa to hida; 
If to her share— MBie ftasale amors CaUy 
Look on her face id yotf 11 fotyet them alU 

CO 

This is a Tcry bfiUis&t descriptioii oi a diawiEL 

room heioiiie ; Imt what are the merits of it*s venifi' 

cation, which are not powMPcd by even Sterahoki 

ft 
and Hof^uns? Oat of eighteen Hnes, we have no 

less than MgUm in mcetttwm which |Miiise at the 

fourth syllable, — to say nothing of tbe foot ies and 

the six Of which Ml together in the rhymes -, and 

tbe acK^ent in all is so miskiMUly managed, or nether 

so evidently and totally fbrg6tten> that the ear has 

an additional monotofty h wwwnfog about it^'-— 

Q^tkic as her eyet, 

FAvovm to iKHie, 

^Jsi soe r^eets. 

Bright at tiK tCBii . ^ 
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kind of jsing-song^^ should he an advoeate fi»r other 
^sxtfei^cs and ftr tfte €^ied vaiietiM of i«)4di 
IbbttMHi «pealC8. Let the vaiieties^ like aU tl» 
adier beauties of a ptet> be perfeetiy' onaflfecfccd : 
Vut paflakm and imcy natarally £peak a vaiioM 
laagitagie; k ia laoilotonf ioid iixttmauty aldael^^ 
are out of natiurC' Wlioa Fope« in one of his ha;^ 
couplets, ridiculed the old fashion of gudemag, he 
forgot that on principles common to all the arts, he 
ivas paaaing a leatine Jtm himself and hb Teruficatibn 3 
for who can deny, timt in the waflss of his Muse 

Grore nods at ^rove— each jdley has it^s brother. 
And half the {^latfbnn-^just reflects the other? 

As the priBt^ot notes aare written for the poem to 
which ihef betong, not the poem fior the notes, k 
is high ^time to finifih the one belbre me $ othdr^* 
mee I was imich tempted to ^xxiclude it with 
aome connler examples of leid poetic harmwf 
£rom tiKveracs of iiSEfdetty flpenier, and Wtsom 
not that Ihe stymie of any great writer is to be 
imitatedat n yentufeu or 40 ^ abidied with aoy 
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direct view to imitatidn at alt 3 bat beenuisektike 
hest effusions of those wiitersr areto be foimdthet 
happiest spedmenr of Engliih' vtsrsiftcsB^on^ aoi 
ffooh as with due regard to eveiy maii% avnt law d c ol 
thinking and speakings might lead the poets of tbe 
presait age to that proper mixture of sweetnesf and 
straigth^-^-^of modern finish andancicait vasielyy^ 
troia which Pope and his ihyming fBM^tiei^ hsve m 
lohg withhd(4 US; '* 

, ■ ^JNot though I coll&cUd ome 'pattern vick)ti(m9- 
Of alk ihai-masgbod'j <md accomplMdi and gloriKna^ 
Brorn deeds in the daylight, and books on the sihe^, 
• And caWd wp the shape of young Alfred himstbf, 

A note utx)a Alfred might be indiUged tne^^ cm Ihc 
strength of his having been reckoned the *^ K4ne< 
ci the Sa^Min Poets f but the name of that tral3rgreai 
man is not to ^ be mentioned without enthiisiasn 
by any constituticual Eoglishmani^-^tfaat is to s^ 
1t>y any£ngl]shman> whotruckMng^to nosortof Heen 
tiousnesff^ either of piince or people^ wdtddsee th 
fiMknUedt fitediimof a r^ub^c^ adomedby^tbegmoB 
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^aiad quid^aed by tlte woky of a moiiairi^y.--riBut 
%o whom indeed^ that hsu^ an admiratioa^i^r aay 
great or .good quality, is not the memory of Al&ed 
a dear o»e?-— a man> beloved in hi&li^me> feared 
4i)y his enemiesi venerated by his £rieBds,-T-^iiccomt 
^iiAed in ^ day of barbarian,— ^anticipatiii^ ^^^ 
madoai of age8,-^«elf-tai:l^t> and wjiat i^ ixior^ 
«elf-eorrected4«'^--a Prince too, who aidodned the^ipvts 
of pleaisure, — a Monarch, who with powerto en^lawj 
tddUghted to make &ee,< — a Conqueror, who could 
istop short of the love of coBqu6st> and sheath his 
sword the moment it had done enoi(gh>— a Sage» in 
short, who d^uing th^ greatest part of a rdgn, in which 
lie had .j^ac^ised every art of peace as well as :War« 
Hfi leisure as well a^ activity,,— -in which he had 
^foj%ht upwatds of filffcy jiitohed battles, had cleia*ed 
his Country £romit'i invadeTSy^andJaadiestahl^ 
ifounsdiiiHon of : th^se lftfvtw> upon. whkh we arexat 
thii»^ fnoment enjoyiag our. eviery^day, coxnfoi^, biid 
to struggle with a melancholy and agonizing disor- 
der, which neither soured his temper nor interrupted 
his iud^try. I| ^^ i^ a character tp inake i^mula,- 
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tjon defspmri ii is a .duuraetor also, to eaalB^, 4fsp^ 
^self patieat^ and to converlt it into vox ia^^iiicibie 

•pint./' _ y , . -^ '.•_!.,.■ < 

It IB aotgenecftlly known to the adnoircxs qC AlfMi 
tliat tiliere is a Mfe of him ttLtant^ written in Lmii 
Iby oa^^ his most itmuMaar and intdOiigeiit £rifind% 
Asser of Siubt David's^ whom he hadisyited te^N^ 
JPMPm moBmntery. There is a igaod editiim «f iti 
and I bciie^>. npt ascaurce oiie> by. Fraboj^ Wia^i 
wtao waa FeUnvtr of Tdnity Oolkge, Oxford^ and lAs* 
sifllailtLihiaxianQf t^iBodloaa^. TbeHfe isibff 
mora intevestiiig, not msly ^srit fiinuahes an aiitlHatie 
doemnent forfiomeof thfi/nost cuiaoua |iartj|Cuk«Si 
ivhkhmir kaownfaktarians havemade popidar, a^dlbf 
nure'Wh]chhsvei>eenTeifitedbyoAiefs> but4aa#niu<^ 
as the author exhibits evideiit marks^ his behigrik 
phuQ^spoikea, impartnLniaii^ and untk aU his v^neinr 
tioft fiir.Alted». duBsnot scawjj^ to «peai|Lpf the. fmf^ 
of faisfyootii^ aadeven toatiiribute his nus&ifitiines to 



* iTfaeHMie I hfiteis aa octi|iio, jpsiatod at Oxford in 17SZ, 
but the first edition appears to have been in quarto. Asser 
was' edited alsd by Galmden and by Archbishop Backer* 
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itmeM t»dBs» as wo'e Wtdyto strike a churohmaift 19 
tiiat age. The substance of Adder is contained 
In the fourth and fifth books of "Mac. Tunier*s fiisterjr 
of tke Asa^x^StxoBO, where the reader will find a 
more ooptcms toid iaterestiag account of Alfred, 
though written in a singular stj^ku than in any ^ther' 
BD^Hsh performance. 

It is slill^ howerer a disgrace to English biogia* 

jibf, tbai iherer IS no life of our unrivalled coua* 

tryman, important enough horn the ^ze and tlie 

compositioa to do him justice. The notices of MUf^ 

taB> Uumei andBucke^ who like aU jEAh&r wise nien> , 

ai bU o^pinkms and countries, have united to^speal^ 

of Ilim with one voioe> are mere notices/ howev^ 

exc^ent'of thek* kind. Little fMrhaps oould be 

added to tlie &cts of his stcny;' but they are of a 

naiare to be renderod doijAify iotorestkig <by {xro^^ 

maniig^mi6nt5 aosul^iectyttisevidentyGQuldbemora 

juisUy pror?ocative of ek^[ant reflection and illnSf' 

tration; and a compact, U^ely volume, written 

by one who was kamed enoi:^ to eater into the 

language of Us li^r<b oSM^ mm«^ /^ jp^lis^^ 



r^m '■ tn AW<i3id njilf H^tT^ * ' 



mx6mp)khAtni&, aiidof kiiowkdge and spMtviMibgl 
ko apprehend the real greatness <^ bis diaracter, 
\i^ioidld -be a treasmre to be laid up in the heart of 
ifeverjr Bnglkhnian/ and tend to perpc^ate- thoie 
Bic^d parts of our character> which are the^only i«al 
preservatives of our glory. 

^ •1V7(3B lucky for Colman he'wasnH there too, 
JW* his pranks tobuld'hdve tertainty met with their €lMe>— » 
jihd Sheridan's aho, that finished old tricker ;^^ 
But one was in prison, dndboth were in Hqttor^ 
* It' eannoft b6 supposed,, especially In my pJneseat 
isitfiatldn, that I fithouldt>bjeet to a malaiim themere 
ground of Ids being circumscrtbedin'Ws movements*; 
but it is pretty well knowia/I believe, tb^t it is 
jiot |>Mii-d^isiling whitfh setit Mr. Cdinai^ to prisblh 
ilbV "^jr ¥fery great eare for his hbnour tvkich keeps Mm 
ffieif^. ^he^^ iAre inat*6t«,howevef, tipohtvl^b I«ai 
Idth'^to ttm^bj alQd therefbi^ disihiss th^m.-^^^TIke 
']pcMitiacious iKbakiry <]i Mt, Golman^, and his aflec- 
Mion Off •t^rcBng it*s reprovers as hypocrites,-^ 
iiHog^ wbii^h hjsk vix}t% like the robust igiaoiaaceof 



FEAOT or THE METS. 41 

^rbiti aiegibSiijr to Ui gwater iMOUfS or iilabiii^tii 
sivtain the slrengtJi of lus ivin^ are, itnust be€(»f 
'fesddl^ ef T)^ tmequal merite. Mr. Mbn^^omery s 
peiteps tii^ most ]poeticiiI of the tlvee, Mr. Rogen 
thebe9tiiifoi*nied> and Mr. linear tlie soonest pka^Nsd 
with Mmself. The first seems io write with h&i 
le^ings dbout him> the second with hb books^ tho 
third with his recdleetions of yesterday aUd Un 
<»rds of imitatietti. The most v^Me defect of Miv 
Montgomery, who appears to be an amiable man, it 
^ sickliness of ^Bihcy, which throws an air of fbeble* 
iiess and lassitude on all that he says ;— the &idt tH 
Mr. Rogers is direct imitatidn of not the best modek> 
written in a style at once vs^ne and elaborate* 
His Fleasmres of Memory, — a poem, at best, in 
imitation of Goldsmith, — 1& written in the worst 
smd most monotonous taste of modem Tersific8tidn> 
— ^to say nothing of the never-flBdHng «oer2r and cqii« 
trouU, thoughts and fraughts, tablets, tracings^ 
impar tings, and all the endless common-places of 
magazine rhyming. Mr. Rogers, of kte yean, seems 
to have become aware of t|ie defect! of hit venifi'* 
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(fiction/ a&d attempted the oUmr day to give kb 
Jiarp a high^ and more various strain in the frag- 
.m^nt upon Columbus j-*— hut the atiinga i^pear Id 
(have been in danger pf snapping. It waa ludicrous 
jenough however^ and affords a singular iimj^amfi* «f 
4^ habitual ignorance of versification in geneali 
^ find the Q^iiarlerly Beyiew objecting to a line m 
^this ftagment^ for nmning a syllable out of itfs 
.measure and attempting to snatc^i one of the finest 
graces joi our older poetry^ 

., The best thing in Mr. Rogers*s productions a[^ 
pears to me to be his jE^tle to a Friend^ describing 
a house and it*s ornaments^ It has a good deal of 
fH^lsaxt luxury about it> and seems to have been.tk 
^t written because the most felt. Hene he vw 
(describing fxom his own taste and experience^ aiyd 
pot afiEecting a something which he had found in the 
writors before him* 

f fiu$ .mind that you treat him a well as you're <iblej. 
^tndjfit him, hftve part of what goes from the table f^ 
■iii JM^^ ipia^^ is unqu^K^nably a man of gjenauii 
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fftsB^emAg ftniigiiMition,-tobseryBtion, orig^iaallty i lie 
dbas eveQ powers of the pathetic and the tenible> 
iliut with aE these fine elemenis of jpoetiy^ is liingit^ 
iurly deficiiNit in ta^te^ his famiHarity continually 
bordering on the vulgar^ and his seriousness oathe 
morbid and the shocking. His versification^ where 
Hbfi^ iarcA 6f hiih thoughts does riot compel you tb 
foarget it^ is a strange kind of bustle between the 
lameness of Cowper and the slip-shod vigour >Qf 
Churchill^ though I am afraid it has mote of the 
4bni9cr than the laU^r. When he would sttilce 
put a line particularly grand or melbctious, he hm 
evidently no other notion of one than what. Pope or 
Diarwin has giten him.' ¥et even in hi» vetsifiaUlbn> 
,lie haa contrived^ by the colloquial turn of his langUag^ 
'Olid his primitive itiention df persons by their 
jdiristian* tis well as surname^ to hav6 an air of his 
jown; and indeed there is not a greater manaierist 
in the whole circle of poetry^ either in a good or had 
^ense. His main tldent^ both in character and det 
jBcriptkmA lies in strong agd homely pieces of detai]^ 
fthid)^ he brings: before you as t^kiarly and to tlie^ lif^ 
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it ia a'canifte olxKtes» and in uriKch leMei ta| 
jmyitoperkf coenparad tathe Dntck pnateis^ ibrie 
-rtrtitlnn te their finlab and ideudfieatian^ he fii 
-the vecy ooBMnoiieat oilua meoes "liaA wealdMuai 
aad an interest* • 

'* Otfeimi thmucmdHk pmt tf die word$ and^theUmi^ 
That ffft^m waated an prmei instead of ymtr rhjfme) 
MighthoDegam^dyouaiiiU to ii^ kind of free»^ 

But tokimet ofendtngs, lugged m or fou need 'em. 
Of hearts <md imparisf^-'iDhertts the 90ul ikat ean^ 

read *emf 

, '- There Is somethiB^ not iaelcgant or un^ttieiAit 
In the conduct of Mr. Hayle^^s Triumphs of Tempefi 
imd the moral b of that useful and desirable des<aip 
ttion, vMidtk fwax its domestic finmiliarity is tdo ^ 
to be orerlooked^ or to be thought inciqpable d 
iembellishment :— bat in this as well as in all kii 
o&^r writings^ there is so much talking^ l:^ rote^ se 
maiXff gratuitcpns metaphoj:«> so many epithets to fffl 
^p and rhymes to fit in^ and such a mawkish languor 
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of vet&i&caUotk^ with eyety now and then a ricUcukntt 
huirying for a line or so, that nothing can he more 
palling or tiresome. The worst part of Mr. Hayley 
is that ' smoeth-taogued and o^ermxm^t compli- 
mentary style> in addressing and speaking of othefrs^ 
ivhich, whether in cooanrersation (kt writings has always 
the iU^f(N:tune> to say the least of it; of heing sus- 
pectiBd as to siaeerity. His hest part^ as has heen 
ju3tly observed^ is his Annotation. The notes to 
1^ poems 9tt amusing and full of a graceful scholar- 
b1^P> and two things ioaust be remembered to his 
hSaauXf-^nt, that although he had not genius 
enough to revive the taste in his poetryj, he has been 
Uie> imickest of our late writers to point out the great 
supmorityof the Italian school over the t^emch^ 
«od secoii4> ^^^ ^^ bas been among the firsts and the 
xnpdt 9urdent of them all> in hailing the dawn of om^ 
tiative paiidtjng* Indeed, with the singular exeeptic»i 
of,^yton> who had visited Italy, and who wast such 
a; painter himself, it is to be remembered to thi^ 
luxQOur of all our poets, great and small, that th^ 
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bitfe iAifftm ^a ^ytst antieitf^ for ittMTIipJgKarKlibi 

Sitter'' 8irt]^ '-'■ ;^'«;. .?«' •»(? ,Ui vr :« ap.'r-- ^ 

:- Alba felt a1)»t!fcriiTongih^iw4ihfe^i^''^ 

tit ^(HiM^kp|»e^> flHMb^lbni^ s^edid^nd 
iiota&i/ il^t Mh Hiiyley woiild haVe ^vit : 

jjMei 1 diy fiot dtif 1i« would hat^r b6tb>«i 
gireat Works 3 fel* a traiij^ifltor> to k^tsp" anj 
liki^ n paise witk his Of iginfll> Sfhould hai^ lit 
|)OPtioii df bk (»igiiM s)^irit f but as Mr. 'If 
tiot' destitlite of tlie poet> the Ulotijgtits' bf 1 
jaiight have invigomtbd' hiM / and ktt' wotild 
jhite l»cv6 been strpi^riot to tliose itet^'Hiyic 
isoh la^ii as Ifo6>le/ fDT ifasteudce^^^who 1 
Diesnidllest pf «teiisi6ns topoetrf in theii*ottn{] 
iMoit tH^Btis^va) qiluatlified to tratiislftle epi^ 
tlie^iibti« t6^ bis Essofd od Bpic foeliyy tli» 
^esOiiiig'flinaiysi^^ with odca^onal yenioti&>cif 

itaAim^^'^nm place ika:^l3l»i3lBtiQB oC tlii 
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majestic simplicity of the original^ is at least, fe 
spirit as well aa plpaeness^ mu/Ch aboye theipouthiiig 
iKmentitie^ iprbichhave beien'iiditiedixpcm of kte 
years for , tJiat wonderM poet. But Daiit«> to say 
tsoOsng of /his demavuis i^Nm a tsorietf of pewersyrin 
Ixm^^quenceol these i«ifeties^ of hi&owBi iawhidl 
after fbakliig* us with his terrors, ov shocidiig>«e 
ipiththls ijesentments and his diaholisi^ hewiM^Sh 
fhaiM^usi wUh hisgrioe, fme&t uswith his tm^rmm 
0r jr^^Mh ui^withtaome e»|aisile piotisre of. native^ 
^adSsejaH.the other poets of the first .class> searqdjf 
^]isns]alahle'hi4t by alutidredg<»iius. Thsi^atiinil 
langtiegeitheysyeaksetBat nought the oant hid>itef 
bodoi*' Yen might as. wen endeavour, by the hd^ 
*o£ar^ftil> to gather round yoa the monnng freshaen 
9i nature, m think >of apprehending 4x0 of the 
^reiat>spirita' of poetry, by means of (these toyiaii 
in- versifioatien. Even, the real poels^ sunong lif 
]MKte< net odone' jttstioe to. those whom Ihcgr tianer 
>4i(tM/..iHth the> eaeeftton of son^ smafler t^utmoi 
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^ci I>r)rdea wants 4be gr^o^Ettlaeas and tJie a^ 
tms o£ ViigU> Chtqpiinflii imthe^iiiufiic of Homeji 
pod Fifie »U tbd mtttiie ;^-HVb»t tli^u are we to 
fxpect bow such a writor as FranciSj or from iM 
ynn^ ot upLToliiAlaiy ors^Qi^, Hoole ? No wonder 
tk^ ninn of ^qg4 aande^ and tft^j Hsbo bRppea sfft 
to ha scho]av8> have faunil Horace a duU leQmf 
and Ariosto a dotairA.i 

': The h^t tiattdatkm, upon the wfaale^ that hv 
heen prodiioed ia aur lahfflmga» hothfor doseneaito 
1^ $oase aod s^m^piAy with ^spirit of ita oHguial 
tq[>peart to me to be FairfiuL's Tastor* I do nots^ 
that k is a pecfeet <me« or that it is not acanetimei 
^straiteiied lor waat pf room, and Muaaedmes eknided 
<withtlieoh$cuiitieaof itVagei but FakifiuL seamaio 
^alon^ with his aUthoTi and ^ be more of a piece 
-vflthhim* tl^ocL any Irandater perhaps th^tt ha» f^ 
appeared. Tha vemfieatiDn ia singularly ft^ fimr it's 
«k)aeiiai8> and has always faeea accounted one of 
<tittear|iBat harmoDszeraof our poeitry: Drydencalb 
Thim m) this aceonat the father of WaUer> wb> 
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indeed was not klaw to eoiites the rddlionshlpi 
and Wsattax, in reii«witig his daimi^ xkpCfd mtMMtk' 
Hon, may boast thut he had jbeeii prais^ by CoUhiiSr 
and imitio^ed by Milton. 

The Itoivkig ti^iteifictttiOn (^ tsdif iuA hdl^ et^ dtaw^'^ 
some TfTtters into a lore of him^ who in other 
respects were not vei*y seducible by the higher species 
of poetry. Among these is. Htime> who con^at^d 
a tiring c^ed TfUkie's Epigoniad fo Virgil, and 
Who WM much ineBned^ in compliment to ih» 
rest of his French taste in lit^arattlfe, to call Shdks'- 
peare a barbariaa.^ Huxtie however is wi^ng when 
•he says that '' each line" in Tasso '^ is faithfully 
rendered by a correspondent lihe in the trsuofilation/* 
The MiMa!bB^s, it is'mie> is £(h^ the most p&rl e» 
sufpiis^g as he r(^re»ents % and ike manb^if of 
Ihies is the same in both pdems y bilt t^idrfex h^ 
dce^Lsku«dty stthsti^ted si Ikte of hk OWh for the 9^^ 
Of the etl^ali' sometimes/ as may b6 is^fponiAt 
uHlh no good ^o hifr anitiiory yi^ itome^ne^ e^e«t^. 

» Seier the AppendJ^f t6 the feigm of Jameis thcf First. 



thing poetical ia it> though it*8 taste-faagnqolihe^llit 
tpie one. la th^. third ,hfM^:iprim fttania 

9l8t^ where Tancred unknowiioigl^ enobanters Ckh 
il^dfb .«i|d Imochs off her hehM<^ iWrflM/a«]/i» ^i i 

About h^t fihouiderssbbn^ her ^4en 'Ibdtit; ' ' 
Like sunny ^ms on alabaster rocks. 

This is a splendid image -, hut Ti»so tnetd^y 8ays> 
witil a mf)#t iMura) and momentary, t^mdiiiitkiii 
l^/g^en lo^s i««fe shakeuiout in < i^e^ ''wiid/ >a|Ht 
ttyaiOiiigfeinale app^e^d t>0toe]^ . ov 

Eledbiomedotatealtento^par^^,^ "^'*^ in . 
Giov^ne donnft in mezzo 'l^canipo apparse. 

The conclusion of the succee^g staiizii hais"iibo a 
turn with it unlike the original^ and not in so 
flUowatile a taBle/. thoii^ k* {Mtia^^nis dmfai 
BMl^tm 6l&iat iiitftancea lUr£ui<i <iiui roMilaii4> w^ift 
lUs'mlterj evea «t hils beit y aa^im thatichiae jof thi 
|4ll|i«t&n2a> cantO'lstiidBfcnbinpithe deseentrofii^ 
lingtlvOWiri^i wfao^as .repi^es^ltlediiy rXastofjaa.^ 
dPdfptp^ hit ii^ti npon Jadbmm^ ^uq4 Mancuig 
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ly *. Wa liil Libaitti l!tti)irtfe «il ^i W^ ^^ J) "' 

into a thoiig^t as new as it waa b^autifi^^— r/ 
On Lebanon at first I118 loot iie set, ' 

• vMfltcmypQaflfagt0i^rthe orijg^iiflJint^ 
Copies iim tnmslaAory and-, that aolhkig may *be loM^ 
adds attitudato tlie 1110^ 'VusgiU 4^4,^|M9^ 

the due into ftagranc^e froipa, g^ooiizsqrius 1 ^ 

iiike Mua*s son be stood,' 
'. A|id ibpq^ bis plum^ji that b^y>fy fr^Ku?ice fijfrd 

The circuit wide. Book 5. 

'But I ion g^kigtinawarea into aliuoincms^gposslpr 
ffag; 4uit6<Nit cf" niy salject^ ^e ddrf p«rpoi^ 
liiv i;i4ikh< I ; nlenlioiied ^Fair&d wafr *to mggf^^t r # 
f^dbIk»doii> of tfakn in pi^feivenoerilitEr^tJift ^emuniflQr 
t^li^'dtidiadfi of Hoble^ whovpoUld vm^oMfy i^i^ 
d««W be^n^«oiei^«kdb' baa no^(the l^ll agif ofrffiflig^ 
in which he liyed^ been given up to the lees of the 
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lyeDoh iasjfce* The loveoC It«ilian literature ^^^ueh 
began to revive amcmg a few scholars of that«§pey is 
begmning to haye it*s effect upon this ; aad if it ocnh 
tinue> will do a great deal ctf "good both to our &ncj 
effkd v^rai^cationj,— I me^Qj will put them boih ia a 
right way of ejie^ing thc^ &mltiea tad help then 
to think and speak for tttemselvea -, for th^ce is nn 
danger that we shall fall into thqse errors of the 
Italian schools which however they may have been 
exaggerated by superficial observers^ certainly da 
csxist> and which ajne. the n^ituml ovei^^rowth oC 
&ncy at eertain periods, of it*s fiourisfaing. (hsf 
long habits of critidsxB will save U3 fh>m those. 

It is to ]|)e observed, after all, in speaking of 
schools of poetry, that they are only to be recoiib 
mended oogaaparsitiv^y* We ^e much more likely 
to get at a ras^ poetical isisb^ thr^H]igb the ItaiUiMA than 
through the Frenit^ s^j^^-^thnR^ Spenser,MUtoi^ 
and Arioato, th^n Vopfi, BoUeau, 9nd their follo>wer&i 
^ fanner will t^^af^ u» to yary our mwic and to 
^kddress ourselvea more directly to nftture; butnuturs 
herself 13^ of course^ the gre^t and perfectipg mia* 
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tx^sBs wi&otit whom we become either eccentric 
pretendarsy or danglers after inferior beauty^ or 
repeaters^ dt best> oH her language at seccmd hai^. 
We must study where Shakspeare studied,— in the 
fieldB> in the heavens> — ^in the heart and fortunes of 
man ;— -and he^ and the other great poets^ should be 
our reading out of school-hours. 

9 '80 saying, he rang, to leaoe nothing in doubt, 

Jind ike sour little geMeman blessed himself out, ' ^ 

Mr. CMfibrd is a man of strong natural sense> witH 

audi acquired talents, as are apt to impress us witK 

double respecti when their history is connected with 

early^ifficiittie^ and an humble origin. The manner in 

which he has related those difficulties, in the inter^i 

esting little memoir prefixed to his Juvenal, is eal-<^ 

eoktted to gire his readers a r^ard for him as wett 

as resjpect ; and upon the whole> there is no Hving 

author perhaps, who might have enjoyed a more 

unmingled teputatk», of the middle species, thaxx 

Mljr, Gi0btrd; But a vile, peevi^ temperi the. more 

kiezciisable in it'& indu^enoe^ because be appears ^ 
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hanrtt bad etoAf Wsiiiiiig<ifdt*» efieotB> litahkB'QUtte 
eretyftige cf his oritioiiiii^ and bnlgr^ rendteibi' 
aflboted i^nimii^ the jaore^^bnoxious. <^IterBiisioB 
generosity in his satire : — the merest folly hettrai 
not only- with ndkiilebotresentmeiit^viieiaftla 
ff^iatnicftj upon a poiat '^id^oh he -uaderafeaikdBfaeilff 
than som^ unlucky a>inmeatator> is aonaethiiigiiipiii 
vhkh he thinks Mnlself entUM to :be iildignaiit tad 
Tetrlbi]itiT«» I pais ^ <»re9r tbe nmw^ma -J^btto lio 
Peter PufklaVi aad€venllies0tesl»liia^Banriad»rf 
li»iipd> -wittf^' thou^tosvulgait in hisLjangtiagiy 
he has a great dealfif the pert 4»it a]id>aaip»-flte^ 
which be depvecates> aaid wttftes^^lnditnnia ifBaitiigF 
(tf tiitmph oVeir evury pcor ereatare tint dotttes 
athwati hitti -, Iwt he oaa&ot^Ki|nre8B thko^Mt^cardii 
^qpon better fiOien^ as may b^ ^seeii ¥^Kre te ^^Ofm 
witb his bit»thi^riM!>mitaentlcti]»8««A»^Jiiveti^ 
deeelntniandy I'b^^UiM^^ lias biMx^iiglisted %irt^ 
tspesome> pttf^Heih,' and ttteMB^ioMilts &$w hl^ pi-edHl^' 
iM in the «t!^lmtttfidn 6f IH^fjAg^s^. ^fHftd »&. €»^ 
1br&, for hiB OT^ ihisfak^ only^ teen tmit^ il4fli 
flj^ rbii^tts'lltttdi^h^hais dieMnii toii^^ 
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dnoUgh toibeanv^ixit tdTbilisoiikim?; 
tM hjilln^axTmai hifttemfMrir^would he uwexvexitf, 
afrilmiBittiMii^ toainxip^ealiiistj as inlxiiertkble to: 
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»; QnT' iMilhoiiifaQfwtBvvrvdoes'iii^agpl^ lui^e cax>? 
ried liik)i«M^ral»ifitio im^^ liis;aga]iwt<aliT 

tii&iOUHded of: Itfei with friiiohhia^taleiits iuura suot^ 
cearindy milde hiin iartqilai^itfd; lake Mir vemdnBiesft' 
but at'tte^fianie tkne ^icriminaliiigp bfotlwr ovitb^: 
4ie Sqppfd39or8<«€^Vioe>>liia JxidUpQat^ 
liasei i^ade- A ffeaiO|iable Jtiqfi^ in apprfMcloBg ^ Ul^ 
lipg^ierri ^rdera j • uttad : Miuft ; ftom j^ ivnMihfial^ per*, 
sfnjil :a|tkditi«f iid^ heJiaft^lofteiiedandi^ 

aeffHod hiittBetfriMoaaicditor of olddii^uiia^ 
ofoN^ornetifjiidiit i«iiri^8i wiki it «nlf wnUhfiil in, 
iflQ«fc(og{iQf itib»ol)^eetwg V^(priiipe][9r 34ce^ mail oolgr^ 

MpB^ S||ir^Q9rid> tO; wl^m tbe riatog generation aro 
io ^iiplti^ Jii4e1^t;e;^^ .P^|)li9h biM; % poetical op^oa in 
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opinioiDS that ought to be, ^d Bhe shall be brought 
forward with all her poetical sins on her head }— nay, 
let a married lady give us but 911 iK^coont <rfher vo^ 
to India in following her husband, and she rinS 
have gone there' to g^ one ; — bat epMn ntit of ''the 
imputed weaknesses of the greati*** Princes nkiglit 
formerly have kept mistresses j they mi^ht also bare 
discarded theni ; and the^ disoardftd niistresaes, if 
they sinned in rhyme, might be denounced Bctordr 
ingly, even to their rheumatism and their cmtdies^f 
-^but no such tldngs are done now, either by priflbes 
or by the fiivourites of prinices | speak not ei '* the 
imputed weaknesses of the great j"— tJjtere Were ?ices 
at court formerly,' — vices iii Juvenal's time>— ^vices 
even in our own titne, when bad poets were going and 
ladies feU lame, — ^but n6w,-^-^lk of no such thmg j 
every prince lives with his M^e as he? ought to do, 
keeps the most virtuous comj^ahy as he always cDd, 
and is hailed, of eodtse, wherever he goe», with 

• Quarterly Review, No. 18, p. 148/ 

f See a pleasant and manly fling at Mrs. Robinson's 
V «f9tches" in <be B«rM, v. 28. 
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dboU& of ft eordiidl pc^uXaritj :-— -the vices> that 
might reverie such a character^ are only '^ unputed'* 
ia him ^-^^to use a pithy kad favourite mode of quo- 
IsJ^smj '' There's bo such thing !'* 

With regard to Mr. Gifibrd's poetical claims^ which 
I had nearly fbargotten, Yit Aeema to have thought 
yery justlyj that the Juvenal requirad samethiiig bet- 
ter tbiui the usual mcmotonous versification } but in 
aiming at vigour and variety^ he has fallen into no 
v^rsi&:||t4on at aU> ajpd beq(»ne lame and prosalcal. 
The only approach that he evjer made to the poetical 
<3i«raoter waa in some pleaning and ev«a pathetic 
lines in the notes io his Mcsviadx beginning 
I wish I was If ber^ Aao^ lies >— - 

but su(^ lines eomng ia sueh a pkce> in the very 
thick of petty resentments and vulgar personalities^ 
eontnufict the better taste that ia in them> and 
give the reader perhaps as distasteful au idea of ih» 
author^ at the time of life when he inserted them^ 
as any odie passage of bis writings. 
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iiht miUake prment fmomr for kutmg titgceu ; 
dnd tememheTviflmfd^^tmvikat^wt^wQiuid 
Whe crown of <M irpmpkM fTtedam €f mind* ; 

€f Mri Walter Steottli im^ atid trusting* lie'' 
vtrfeniee for Huones ^md' donnnaCtidns^ the yeadec 
may find qpeeiiiiens ahond«ritly nangewB^ iuithe -eii-^ 
tton of Diydeit. Hiii style in pttsei settingr aside 
tt*s Soottidsmsj is very xvdl wher^ he tififectBLiio^ 
thiAg beyond a piain stittementi or a brief pieced 
jeriticiBms and It is not to be supposed that hii 
ifenlieel obBervations ia^ always destitute <^ acutef^ 
lieas or even of beauty 1 but the xnom^at he attempjts 
any thing of parjticular ease or pn^indily> he/09]y 
becomes slovenly ia the one instance and poetkall^r 
pedantic in the other. His politics may be estimated 
at o«oe by thi^ «ui^)? fiiQt> tbat of aU tha a^ocid^s 



iof Cfaa^fei '^e Secoiidi he in tke lnuit^«DhipulMb ill 
iiienti6ii^j^li^t;rlmes> beedittii he^^ kAstftiMslieil. 
<Mi^r^fnriter» have paMdecencjF the^mmpHment of 

back-ground; but here we have the plainest^ tooth- 
picking 8BelmiiKUet%emeiits> t^t C^iarles'^^ffad a pen- 
sioner 'of Vtanoe, a shamdess (lebftuehee> k heartless 
fiiend/ and an assasBinikth^ iidaster^ and yet all the 
while he is little else but the '^ gay monardi/' the 
^ftnevry moilatoh/*ihe<^< wllt^iBbnai!di^*''the ^^g^ 
nelufed nionarehi^' and Mr^ •Scott reafiy s^pearsi 1^ 
tMjok Httle l»r aothingdf aUthat he iay& againsC hkn. 
On thecother b»Ml> kk a villain be fanf a ^Whig>< ot 
kt aiiy ^diif ortiuiatd yeHon, vf&h singuiBEr^ Sontheim 
iiotkmaidfitedepelid^ttde^ be bul an opposer ef 
CUatlelts ico«iiit> <and'he^ ii^ sure t6 meet with a fkili 
aj^e^kgdeiiUBic^tKmdf hSfl <^Aeedi with raised 
hlmife'Ufidliftidd'^^biilte; Th(e'€Q»^tionof Charki 
tfyd'^t^t Mh^S^ttr calla an enormity idieqtiai^ hi 
laiDd^fii lU^niy; till ^^ present ageiiimished a par- 
li^«l^ua^asiiam«^y of o0iirs^> and^ol^ertrii^of that 
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actors, &deTbelbie it$ St. BMrtinlomei^ day idlh 
jerveft to be coaated hicky in compuiflCHi itith it| 
lEmd priiK»ly "villains tyce Hcmry the B^tk> XizeeM* 
iio> «iid Borgia^ ^ure respeetaible and conseieatiooi 
m«ft by the Side of the Pre^uiettt BradBhaw and' hii 
colleagues* At the same tiine^ aiking^ wliobf th^ 
basest means and for the slightest cause wonld aaaassi* 
aiite a fakhful servant hi' the vmy aet of ^porformkig 
}ik dti,ty» IS oidy uagenerous^ — otie of whom the: said 
iservant has no small reason to complain. The uea-^ 
der may think this r^resentation eixi^gerated^ bul 
let the authixr spN»k for himself ^ ^^His politioal 
l^ciftks (the Earl of Mulgmve's) were tkoee of 'a 
j^taondli T^ry> whidb he mgrintaiiied throtigli his 
whole fifei and he' was zealous for the ns^ preffo*' 
^atiTCb ^thoi^h he had fk) Bmall reason to coffiplaui 
Of Chttrks the ^ecdttd^ whoto avenge hiniself of Mut* 
giav^ for a supposed 9^lftehm<9it.t0 tbeBtinceas Ann^ 
smt bun to Tangi^^i at.th0 bead of some trooipfi^ 
«> « leak^ vamh mbkk M wm mf^^ei^mm^ kmej»* 
ntked if» JAf oo|r«9>e. ThougbMidgnKvewaaapjprised 
ofv'tiieidajft^«r>. he tcovned toiAimit; attd|he.£Hi 
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%i W^^mof^M a fiiTQurite spb of ib^Kiag^ gieneroudy 
iaiiatcd upwouhMring it sitang with him. This tm^ 
generous attempt to deetioy hini in the very act of 
pecfiHrittiQg kb daty> mth th9 i^fusat of a lepiaeiitj, 
made « temporary cfaan^ inMu%r^ve*3 conduct," 
Notee (MBL Absalom and A^^ti^ftb^l in X)fydea'9 Woriss^ 
Tcd. ioL p. 304. 

Of jtfr. Walter Scotta poetry the estimate is fivtS^ 
ciently eaay^ and will now perfaaps> afler the aui^eit 
lie has given 118 of it, be poietty generally acknow^ 
legged, it is .'UtUr more tiian a leap back into the 
dfeas a&d the diction of rude but gorgeous times, 
when show concealed a great want of subatanoe, and 
alittle thinking was ecxiTeyed in a great many words^ 
nioB it.id nett invidious to call the late d^nand 
^ it a &shion> to it was almost as mere a faiQhioii 
as the-revival.of any other artificial xnode» and just 
ailikolf tegoottt again. l%at Mr. Scott is a poet 
itftmtft to be eontrotorled^ — he has a Mghtsome £uicy> 
pleasing oifenmstimce, luxury of deso^ifticm; andia 
his idea of Marmim has shefwn a tasle for that mix- 
ture of genuine buman character wit)i tlie abstrac- 
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lions of poet27> which b a mark of no ordinary genius 
for narrative. But when the novelty of a parti< 
cular mode of style is gon^> a poet vfiJl obtain re- 
putation for little else than a discemment of other 
men*s beauties^ who has no natural language and no 
style of his own^ — who cannot describe what he sees 
and feels but in phrases previously set down for 
him> — "ond who must therefore be suspected of seeing 
and feeling, not so much from his own perceptuutfj 
as from the suggestions of those that have gmie 
before him. Mr. Sootts ladies gay and hsapp 
bo]d> his full-^elb and I-pray-'yous> his drinkings 
of " the red wine" and his *' kirtles of the crama- 
sie^** — ^his rhymes pressed in to the service^ and his 
verses dancing away now and then out of the mea- 
sure, may have been new to the town in gieneral, 
but they are as ancient as recollection itself to the 
readers of poetry j and a person tolerably well read io 
old songs and stories might exclaim with Dr. JotiA- 

i9on on a similar occasion, 

Wbereioe*jer I turn my view. 
All is old and nothing new, 
Trick'd \si antique ruff and bonnet. 
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The plea> if any such has been inaile> of stiiiing 
the language of the poem to the m^oiners of the 
story^ is d mere excuse for want of power to talk 
naturally : fbr to say nothing of the continued mo- 
dem sm6oihnes3 which is added to the old versi- 
ficatitm^ and oi the different periods of time to which 
the self-same language is applied^ no writers^ not 
eiLcepting the old romancers themselves, ever did 
or could adapt their language tb the times of their 
story, unless the events they described were contem- 
porary. The romancers indeed notoriously violated 
every species of prop& costume to suit themselves to 
their own period, and if they had attempted to de- 
tain an improper costume and to talk in the language 
of previoi^ times, we shoidd in vain have looked for 
thos^'hatbral bursts 6f passion, atid all those affecting 
nimplicities, t^hit^ they were enabled to put in thb 
imouthii of 6thers,'b^ spe^ddng, as they felt, froifi 
thfeit own. Thus even what was a natural language 
in these writers, becomes, from th6 imitation, ' ^n 
unnatural and affected one in Mr. Scott 5 and ia 
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l^t, he hAks tlielanguage of no times and of' ni 
IbelingB, Ibf kls style tb toa 4>wixig 1o be andeot, 
tOQ aBtiqtie to be modem, and too artijknal m ^imerf 
respeet t<» be the vosvM, of bis own first unpresaons. 
^There is indeed a general want of amblticoi aboat 
ih, Sc&tt, and a eonteiitedaesd with "wbat is ahewy 
Father than soi^, that tpok like a poet of no very 
^eat order. B» resoFting* to a style s^ easy of iim- 
tation, his giving^ hims^ up td a profdaioti of word^ 
and prettinesses oti wbieb he might rhyme by ^ 
houfr^ and his coming out, year sJber year, with $t nevi! 
po^i pnMrocathne of alt sorts of suspicions connected 
with the irade, — all exhibit aometfiing, ready indeed, 
j^ enteri»dning> andl peur^-tumingx but vevy &p 
ftooA wliat ifi either kslin^ or noble. Ms. Scott 
ti^rrltes a vtory i^ightly baUatd, can sketdt a good 
eliaractep dom tii^ tif^> and ^aai hide MmseVto ad^ 
• tantage kk tl^ costume of c^ber times ; but brov^bt 
fiarwairdiii ki& own^nnasaittlted pcrsoii, and judged by 
a^hi^ standard of poetry^ faewmnts odgiaailfe^ and 
aknguage. 
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^* Bai theire*s me Mfig jT^ eilkmifs fargatUK 4o me^ 

Mr. Campbell seem? t(» have haoapcred his better 
genius betw^eix thd verstftcatlbn of txdieiii and tii^ 
sttUgj^fe txii expr^aa his) own thoughts m their naturil 
tofignnget I &peiik pbt of the Pleastiires of H6pei 
MUch th<»]gh aVUiidaQt in promise^ is k ^'oting and 
utuHformM produfiticm ia consparisoA witii his sub^ 
seq^iit itetftuniiances : — but I ain persuaded thelt 
nobody < would eyerhaye. thought of compariDg that 
fiioam vfith the Cfertrude of W^omiog^ or bf uiider^ 
i^twg; the lattei" in generali and re^tdijag itds not 
amw^iiilg tt^e pfQiBii$e of hi$ youths if m quittiiig 
the ordinary veyaidficaiifm df the day^ he had tiot de-^ 
ifitlt^ iu^.aiiothet inutatioa dnd ^ mto the irloii-i 
t^^ pf 9peii»ei|. . The style pwhaps Is not so iduoli 
aa jlj^eoM^n of Sp^nserj as df ThQm80n> the imitittot 
^ $p^^iSfer$ biit i^ Kfaoil of origiiaSity is eertedidjr 
1^ lessei^ l^ thi4.reitti)ye from the fevBtailihhead. 
Itl Speittei^s $ljle and stanca there ia ioidQfihtecqy i, 
great dial of hatedi^ and d%iiity^ and spedment 



^ 
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6i okaost^every befenit^ of writing iiiiay be fouidiq 
them; but tbeiy Hill faardly be pleasing iiow-ft*-dajs 
Hi' & poem of <aii7* k!|igtli> mikss? the subject involves 
ft pjiordoh of the hiimouroiiB or fltfliiic^ as in tk 
Bchool-Mtetress and 'the Castle' of Inddleneei tvbeit 
tlie >aatlKn: looks tlttt>i]gh his «eFioi»ne$8 with a sittlk^ 
and' thd qtudntnesftiss of the old poetty &11 in ^with hit 
liztking < archoeBS or' his assumed impCHtance. An^ 
flle<reltt(»ii would seem to be obvious 5 i»r not ti 
dwell upon the inherent and unacoommodatix)gi£iiilti 
df tb» stan2sa' in a long English poem, smibf as it's 
tendency to cireumlocutionjaiid its multitude of simi- 
lar rhyn^es, it has always an air of dilrebt imitaitioB, 
whiich is unb^ttkig the dignity of an originsll seri^ 
oufiBlest } and it's old wovds and invendons contftudisft 
^at'freshiless and natural >flow of language^, whieh 
lino have a dgkt toi eocpcct in the poet that 'traiM 
t0iM^ <iur! aflbetions; We deaiand>^^nbt ^the icopy «l 
lutothfir^s 8im|>1icityi buttfaeaiitoplicitiyof thespeidficr 
iUnedfi^-^we i^asitiatniuna£^tedi» oontemppraneoiis 
languagfe^ iunh as oat earis and ouyihsarte shalleipialiy 
r(eeogQlsle^> Mid fiwhiasJoimjQiwtt fiodtngsi would utl^ 
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m&se tbejt^ eloquent aa tbe ^poeta. « Hke^al^am^ qf 
thaA^yle is tihe more to be regretted in Mr» C^imp- 
bdk becainie bis getibm endently lpoiftt% to t^ .iigK)^^ 
Ajllrac^iyie apupftUiies . o£i our iictturei; and .M^rgJT^ 
iaietit Uea ID: the pstth^U^i* . Jpdejisd it id oj^serv^liley 
liOi¥ inevitably, l]i9<(^va, tast$ Jt^ads hifid jU^: loi^ 
tfas iiwitatiye : turn of ; hi* yersificaytion, jwheide^er 
lie/ baa to d^aci^be isome particular ao^m* in w]iaek 
4he^ afiectibns f are interested y but tbe pretK^t 9to0k 
.of leaders* wbo bayeibad their ean^ spciUed/byieaflgr 
^i^raifieatjQn> will not readily eon^ei^t to.eaE^bs^itigR M' 
&r oae c^ a> leas acoeailncidating. description .witli 
additional diiicidttes. Of sevei^al atyies ofi imi^ 
tioD. that comerbefore tbem> they wtU inevitably pre* 
i&t that wfaioh comes easiest to tbfidr i^d; habits > 
and' this is o&eigTCJat reasom iWbythkJprQdut^idns df 
MFy Walter ^^oott have outrun inipopiilarkt73the eogr 
iovelinessi of ^Gertrudeof Wybmingyr^tlie firsiL poeBi« 
m nvfi mindy at i any i kngftfa^ that has been produced 
in >the i ^present dayL^-^Wlule > I Mtie been paUed witii 
the 'Oteinal flEonencsB* bf Mr. Seotit> and ,dja§[qiii«d 
^R^ theipueciiiliiieii aodiaffiBctadimB oiMx. ^Smihssfk 
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I Ihfttd riad ov«r a»d o^er again the -GmtkidKr^^ 
Wy«Biiogr> and have paid it tfanl gttttikie tfRntei 
iwrtakh the pride of oaanbddd amdthe n^eeagatybMti 
4»f adv^nity are not ttueh in tile oualom of lavfeUigk 
In spedtiAg of Btr. €ainpb(e]l> bte somttw piMH 
ttmgt not be forgotten. Their moritft are tiMy aa^ 
i|iial> and some of tiieitti \vHtten perhaps in eavlf 
youth, #eein allogethet nnwortliy of hk pen 5 bat 
fiofaenyiid^/ aAd the two ttaval «ongt^ arenohk 
piciM> beantfifbMy dashed tvith ^le pafeheitiO ^ dtfdtk 
8ol^r*B Dfeain Ib one of tboi^ heartl^ a^d dontftie 
appealB> kom irhioh the tecy, after dweUinj^ apoa 
thdr tendemeM, is euddei^ 1^ to escapa* 

FioJiata the ir^At EdmimtE giiees ^ iku oane^ 

Jad j^eiep i^ sp&t pure <for thM vkUii^f Hemm. 

ft la mdnraL in Gtrngratdiating « parson «^ hisic^^ 
aape ih»i; aaine eaiEUaotdiiiaty dafiecjt» 1 «la teget thi 
knenlioHt of «na]kr Onesi tthtrwiM^ ^lipMo aaighfc 
hBTVfidlied Mr.MooaeiBn Ui/exiriMariaiiAiMteai Av 
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itfrsi flofwets^ ind eKciaiiialloas^ and^fv quatreilei 
Hitk <h]m^ibr jMb «ippl)riii^ ku powekv to tome poeiii 
of leilgtii that should exMbit theoti inthftotpniinl' 
li^lil. The < tot of these finilts houmwet will fiabst 

and the laltter he ii toderstood to he dobkg.vm^fk ^ 
this nament, in a eduiitiy retireiEienL Gert«iiil|i 
titt peMei^us t^ndemsjrof Mr. Moote's former prcr^ 
dwetionsis boI to be qiiestioned t'^+'it Mrasonlfrtofa^ 
cquafied peitept bj tihe good <iiBt ndghfcresiiik^^ 
a. chaa(^ in his ma^oi thinkings and from the paioli 
he imxjd take, when so alleicd, to transfer. Ibfe( 
attractivcawss of his style to the cMtee otmMxuL 
But there alwai^s appeared to nie> in the midst of 
that taste of his^ a cordial and tedeennig' sonething^ 
-•-« kanii^ ator the bettsr aliBddBn»^«>^ithiirh 
sheiPTed a tHMMtaoos necessity of > anrtreelln^ Ati 
with it altogether he need net as « wrifteiv anA 

• 

could not as a poet 5 but to eosxwoti, and^Kunibe! it \Hth 
nobler 4)nnp«thies was his badnnb aaa teinis^er 
hMli4if the sex and of his camtrfi UxmM^ym 
been IneiNiBistlnit' in a ^poMtittet^ro^^ipiiilsd^ wldaii^ 
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patiiot so wana as Mr. Moo9re> to asnst inirenderaif 
lu. slaves in .piivate> wfaike he would h«ve us all 
freemen in pubMe. * 

• The real admirers thereftl^ of tiiis poet. wen 
rejoiced to see in his latter publicatioii> the Iriah 
Melodies, how grestly he had improved his nw 
ifdity, and not.oialysoy but how much the graces 
of his £ancy had gained instead of lost by the iwb> 
provement. In the sprightly and idiomatic flow 
of his song« he had^already oveMaken Prior, . and on 
the ground of sentiment had lefl Mm behind ', but 
the union of strong fancy and feeling discoverkbk ii 
his later productions, and the unexpected appear* 
ance of a taste for the dignified and eontedi{ilativ«^ 
so distinct from the town associations that orawiM 
about one's ordinary idea of him, were pronuaes of^ s 
still. greater r^utation, and will enable ihin^ it^is 
trusted> to. reach posterity under an eKemplaryai 
w^ as gracrful aspect* > >• « .:<«.} 

. As aTi^rsifier, Jiii lifoore does not appear> hilltarto^ 
to have attempted) any improvement cf< the noddk 
lokefimi^ in yogue^ but . ^hat he might/do/tn thia 
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TespelAi mxy easily be concehred/ fr^m the natti^ 
ilnenessr of his ear. The Mnes in hi» iyrio pi^ccf^ how* 
«ver 'have a music in them^ distuiet fr 6m the 'cnrdi* 
nary monotcmy of his Contemporaries^ and evidently 
fSttceal^ to his tastc^ for thc^ insler art. You feel at 
enee^ that his songs are indeed to be sung^-*-a happy 
{m^iriety,' whiGk he seems to share exclusivdy With 
D^defiv 

^^ When, all of^asuddm, there roee ovt the stdits 

A noisiB as af penofu wi^ singular airs ; 

Y^ou^dhxmethmght ^ttDOstheBMops or Judges a eomin^. 

Or wfmle c&urt cf Aldetmen hawing and humming. 

Or Abb^, dtleoH, with his ushers before, 

BmI liimas «)% Boh Sou^ney^ mid two or ihtee more. 

The last «oiip]et originally slood thus^-^ 

Or at Itast my lord CoUey witkalihis grandbns^hers-; 

Bui*'iM€tSiOiidg Bob Semtkey and three or four others. 

CoUey is one of the Christian names of the M^* 
(fiSa WeUesley. I notice this alteration^ ksthaving 
felt myself bound to makd it^ I dhouM deeint^etacfe 
ik;*s acknowledgment. -There are still some point» 
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about the Noble Mar^fuki wbieh I noay a^t p« 
Jarly admire $ but tbe {x^cy he has lately {mrsui 
ayowed> the just appreciatioii \m seem# tQ hi^vel 
qf the Qixate6twithBQiiapai^> aip4 IheauHtaiyi 
diiplAyed by hU brother in the peniiimijbi, a^ 
fiur ftem ifvarranUog aay coatemptMOiia aUiK 
him or hk tenily. Theise used 4o< bi9 oerM 
feeling of distaste to them on account of 
iB^iited^ haughtiness ', nor did the Indjan govi 
8hi^» or .their dameslie fNQ}itie(i> tend to lUipinI 
but the Marquis's present coiiduatse^aaa tQ b^ 
indqpendent than arrqgant ^ and there ia a w^ 
pered and straitrfom^afd sijv^ilicity abou|^ the 
tary character of the Field Manihal> ynm^thy i 
greal cause to which, his swoiid tnade an opi 
Hie original line therefiHne> sui^ as tt.riSi ,i 
agaiiMt s^s^i a«d not against the nobl^ bmM 

f4To»?d htme tiiaug^ 'iw0S;tk$ Bkhof^ ^JiU 

^i»h9le court BfJtUirmeih hmoimgsimii iHmmm 
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Or AUxbii atkwt, icitlh hk tn^k^s before^ 

Aei ^iw&A onfy Bo^ Sm^keif, and Upo or three more, 

!nik alhdea to the afifecta^ook of imperial 6up 
%j,--ro£ hcfisig best and wisest in wbatever they fellj^ 
^bou^t> and dld^— whieh used t^ VAaik ^ l«k4^ 
7oets in tiiie day9 af tMr iaQCH)en€e> aiyi ka^ 1194 
Jbrsalien t)Lem now tl^ they are men of the world*. 
K tra$ then^ however^ a pardonable pkce of bjsqrifih« 
Xiess eokd «Qthu9iia3«ij at which good Dfa4wre would 
amile ;-r^now> it has b^cooa^e a fuU-^o\^n and va^ 
henft ];H:eteiifiipn> whk^ good sei^se nnl^t deride* 

It is emioas to a^ wHh w^t apparu^ uneoi^Ki*^ 
•QSBeas this dKaoge hm been affected. The best 
fed:ure in tlH^ character> tiU of late yeai?s>r wivi tliei]? 
public as wdl as pmafce integrity } bqt the ooi^uittiM^ 
Qenaaan cant which first infected their nuiae at Ui^ 
ooaniifiited thesr maiin^rs^ and being a jargem adspteii 
tn every sort of extreme^ enabled thaiii to change 
tiheiF free <^inioos for slavish onem witJboiKt idteif ing 
the cast of their kuaguage. Good opini^^9^ lin-« 
gered about some of them i hul latt<^rlj tt#» verl^ 






I 
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best have quite lost the bloom of th^ircl 
ahd degenerated^ like the others^ into servfle pi 
hunters^ and gross editorial pu£fers of theinsdi 
Mr. Southey, and even Mr. Wordsworth have both: 
cepted offices under government^ of such a nature^ as| 
absolutely ties up their independence ; Mr. Coleridge, 
in pamphlets and newspapers^ has done his best to 
deserve likewise ; and yet they shall all tell you that 
they have not diminished their free spirit a jot. I& 
tike manner^ they are as violent and intolerant 
against their old opinions^ as ever they w^re against 
their new bnes^ and without seekig how far the ar* 
gument Carries; shall insist tlmt no man csui possess 
fli decent head or respectable heart who'dd^s not agre^ 
iHth them. Persons who go to neither extremr, 
are of course to expect still less mercy^ if possible. 
Mr. Southey> who is one of the pensioned reviewers 
in the Quatterly^ does not bluslf to tell thoaie who 
«re acquainted with liis former opinions of the great 
and their cotruptions; that a mere stickier ftnr Bj^ 
fiirm iipw-A*day8/. even with good intentipoB^ ia llttlr 
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lietter tlian a '' house-breaker."* Poor fellow I he 
iniist have been a said well-meanmg profligate in his 
yQimgier days ! — ^It is in vain you tell such reasonen^ 
that you are neither JFacobin ikht courtier, ' that 
you have never made a noise about equality, as they 
did formerly, nor ever truckle^ to the vice of a 
court, as they do now : — ^you differ with them 5 and 
that is ^ough, with their intolerant ^qtism, to 
prove you either fool or knave. 

The groi^ness of this utter defiance of candour and 
consistency would be too despicable for notice, did it 
not tend to bring all profession and principle into 
doubt, — and to add strength, by so doing, to the scep- 
ticism of men of the world, and bitterness to the 
xefiectlons of those who suffer for being otherwise. 
But let ^s never forget to separate an honest ai(id 



«, See up article on the State of the Poor, in » late n^iml^r 
of the guarterly. I mention the authors of these reviews with 
the less scrajpte, because I think that anonymous writers in 
g^ecai hsiv^nor right of concealment, particularly when ihe^ 
attack people in this manner, — and because I never thought 
myself tit liberty to conceal my own name, when it' either Was 
dsked or mig^bt be so. 



tried wnri»Umrf ftw^ t)# ^agtMi* tom^ttmoKiiA^mt 
UluaiaaHl tlutit siwrts away at the ai^lit of, da«s^ 
lund riina i&to any a»d evexy eiKtroiae. Vlk&.panoai 
•€ vbom iMa bavi^ beim afMakiig haipe bam alwajfain 
f^itreme^aod periMqpa the good they are destkie^li 
peilbnii ia tdiair ^eneratioo, ia to : afford »aliikii^ | 
lfSM09 of , the inopnaistei^ies. natuiaUypEtddiic^ 
ip !?eiiig« Nothu^ cema^ the wne buLtthdf 
T^ty. ..,.,.- i , vj ' 

l^JU ^QQK jis. ^46 «aii7 &im> 4p^ Hem'iphm'Arr^ 
.,. W^n thi9 line waa wrHtem Mpr. Southejstei wd 
qiil^ throwa off the nis^ of iod^MoAeiiet^ i^er ao 
ce|»ted tl]v(>9e ooeaacarlafiu^eb which ApeHe wvi^lihwre 
]|a4 rMflOQ to diadaia. Before th»t period^ thart 
."vrfis fiBptive goodness about his diaracter, aotte 
ta$jl;e for placid virtue in his writings, whit h oonoi- 
liated recrardand niadaua think efhini with ft mip* 
tinacfpus kindness* I will 9ot answer, that my ideas 
vf ym po^^ ha^re not hoen of too high a deaenHiitiaa 
oil this acco\uit, relying as^they did on what xfr 
fieared .to be indicative of a' finery an^oioa.of JBMUkU 
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«j)d :to proiuy& solmetfaing greater tiian he had y^t 
p er fe rttiesd $ but let hk praises remain j-^— it is not 
wortb addle to alter them. 

• ijL vtas^ be as ^wedU ho wev^ to mention^ that though 
Mci Scmdiey is represented as admitted where Mr. 
Wonfewtirtfa is not^ it is not meant to insinuate thst 
he i» 'a better poet^ but merely that he has not sa 
abused' the oompasrative litde that wsis expected of 
him. He is no more to be compared with Mr. 
WordswoHh in real genius than the man who thinks 
oncei3ut of a hundred times is with him who thinks 
the ^^hole hundred! but that he is at the same tune 
a po6t>^wffl be no more denied^ than that the huh?' 
dredth^pert ef Mr. Wordsworth's genius would mstke 
a ipoetJ His ^cy perhaps has gone little beyond 
bodlc»> but 8^ it is of a truly poetical character; h^ 
touches 'the afibetions pleasingly though not pow^' 
^cfidly ^ aad his' moral vein stands him in steady as 
iHt'img^ 10 do> of a good deal of dignity in dther 
It4^eat8i^ :Wh^ he Wants in the gross, is a natural 
8t|cnigtk'Ofi)|hiiikingy and in the pattii^lar, a tedl 
£t|(rle4f his^im^ for as his simpHeity iii n^rfe a thing: 
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oivrards than of tli((nighta> lie naturally barnms Us 
language 6om those wko htve thought for hsnL 
What Mr. Wordsworth conoeaks fiPDln jovl, or in fiuct 
Qirercomes by the growth of his own mind, Mr. Sou* 
they kavea open and bidd^-'-^a direct imitation^ pro* 
minent with nothing but haihi, mtdi^ yen, earn, 
and other fragments of dd apeebk. Aa to his al- 
temjfl to bring badk the Cowkian Hoautioiisness rf 
metre in another «hapei» and withnotiiiqg like aa car 
tp make it aeducing» it is a mere eiocuae for hasU 
and want of study. 

. To return to the Hne in the teaEti— ApoUo, I an 
afiraad> is not as easilj to be defended as myeelfj ht 
a want of foraught so unbecomii^ hia pvophelMi 
duuaeteri-^^but this I hxte to be settled by sane 
ftdure 3BvRMAN at Biffx0s> whenever he ahattdo 
me the honour to find out the kaming q£ thia egre* 
giom peffbmiMifie> and {mliBh tilted Feeitoi tile Flets 
in two vokimea^pMuta* ApoBic^ J^ke «ther TlvmodI 
4pirka> choae to do adthaut his fogeaight so irr ti i iWi i 
tr*«s the oQnaemaits^bor will no dmbt karo tlK gmA 



f 
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By the wfty/ speaking of Mr. South^y's court 
aurels/ of wlmh I have lucidly mi enough in ano^ 
her publicaticm^ people have upt forgotten what h0 
1^ fiirmerly of ^^ the degraded title of epic/' aud 
»f his objectipofi tp wrUie accor^ngly under such dei> 
grftdatiPUf How 13 it, that he ha^ not es^pressed a 
>n»i]ar horror »t the degraded title of Poet Laureat? 
Se cannot pxi^tend to i^ay that it is not w> for settijlg 
^de ihfi r^naining reason9> one of the very person3 
wbo helped to d^radetbe one^ contributed to do a9 
much for the other. Would it not be better in $(»ne 
futi;ire ecSticxa of his works^ to alter that word '' de* 
praded" into some more convenient epithet> such &» 
morthksf for imtance^<Hthat fc to wy, valueless^-^ 
peoxQrless,<*-H3ometbisg 4^lt dpe$ not give one i^ 
pension? 

^6 Fat Coteridge ha4 pex'd him tmg Htl^, I ^Upp0$e, . 
BpH^idJtmg, md goHikiiy mtd mdiU^ in^0m 

Jfk. Qd^r^dgp js a man of graaA naticrid talents^ 
^B4!b»fm^mm^hmmt ys waate M4liem>^'areFii» 
I^Midiert to aofakmtedge. I/idctid li la tliiir o^nvvft^ 
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lion in this respect^ which induces them to feel the 
waste as they do 5 and if Apollo shews him no quarteri 
it is evidently because he looks upon him as a de* 
setter. Of his poetical defects enough will be said 
in speaking of those of Mr. Wordsworth 5 and if as 
much cannot be said of his kindred beauties^ itii 
rather perhaps because he has written less and is 8 
man of less industry^ than because he does not equal 
the latter in genius. The allusion in the text is to 
his strange periodical publication^ called the Friend. 
See Note 18. 

There was an idle report, it seems, on the first 
Sippearance of Mr. Coleridge's tragedy, that I was 
the instigator of a party to condemn it. The play, 
as it happened, was not condemned, nor does any 
such party appear to have existed) — ^the criticism 
also, which was written upon it in the Examiner, by 
a friend, must have removed, I should tiiink, afl 
doubts on that head. It is very certsdn, that at the 
time of it's appearance I was too ill to be out of 
d6or»,a— nor is it less «o, that regarding myself as a 

I 

reporter of the public judgment in these 'matter»i 
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I mver thought myself justified in being a party on 
either side viva voce, Mr. Coleridge should do more 
predit to his own notions of opposition^ than to sup- 
|K)se n^^ capable of these idle tricks. If he stiU 
persists however in thinking it extraordinary that I 
should exhibit a more lively regret than others at 
fieeing him throw away his fine genius as he has done> 
he may attribute it^ if he pleases^ to a cause from 
which he seems to have expected a reverse kind of 
treatment^ — ^to my having been bred up, as well as 
himself* in the humble but not unlettered school, 
over which his memory might have thrown a lustre*. 

• The Grammar-school of Christ's Hospital. Of this institu- 
tion, ivhich is of a truly English description, and a sort of me- 
dium betwixt the hig^h breeding of the more celebrated founda- 
Jtions and the conscious humility of the charity-school, see a very 
Uiteresting account in some late numbers of the Gentleman's 
Magazine by my friend Charles Lamb, who was contempo- 
rary there with Coleridge, and of whose powers of wit and 
,ob6ervatipn I should delight to say more, if he had not con- 
fined those chief talents of his to the fireside. Mr. Coleridge, 
JbeUei^.' ;]^elped t^ ^ve^a new stimulus to the Ute;rary aml^i- 
tion of his schpol-fellows. We cannot boast of many great 
names ; but of such as we have, we are fond in proportion to 
^tbeir fewoesa. It i^as here that the celebrated Camden;i«^ 
ceiy^d the.rudipients of bis learning -^ and I recollect, it used 
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^''Jnd W&rdM&rtJh one day, madtbUfiefy hah/fshrMe, 
By gokig and changing hni harp for a whistle* 

The sOlUfiion here wstteelj needi a ftouurk ; but in 
YeVisiHg my yerse9> and ^kteavdurii^g to do yM^t 
to Mr. Wordswortli^ I wad anxiou8> whenever 2 mmf 
tioAed faim> to shew myself sensible <^ Hie gieat 
poweni he pC(Ssesses^ and with what sort of |^ft be 
has consented to trifle. 

' B When one began spouting the cream of orations 
In praise of bomhardir^ me't friends and retatiousi 

Mr. Coleridge^ in his Friend^ ventured upon a 
studious and even cordial defence (at least fio his 
re^denr tmdetstood it) of the attack on Copenhagen^ 
—one of those lawless outrages^ done in the insolenoe 
and impatience of powelr^ which at first brought in« 
liEimy> and have at last brought down retributioD^ 
upon the heid of Bofi^parte. Theimittttiini of soch 

to b6 a proud enjoytnttit to us to witaen the grateful Hucti^f' 
tio&n in gbtd t«lt6M %mh which JMhua BariMd hlid aioried 
the booiu that he presented to the library. As to coUigfe 
honours, at least in the Belles I^ettresy it may be truly said 
tbM iAm ackoM has 4»f lal» year0^romi lirilcUIiar with them^ 



! 
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uAapoB ptwea how little the contest agoinBthimwas 
understood at the time> either in it*i9 moral or'poli^ 
tical pmot of view^ or rather in it's only proper 
pofaort of view, whioh comprises both 5<^but the world 
l^^|»ears to have kamt bett^ siace.^'-^The above pa- 
venthe^ is^ used in speaking ai the general aooepta^ 
tlon ^ Hr. Coleridge*d meaning> because he himself, 
it appears, has astounded some people by depreeat* 
ing sueh a construction. 

' ^And f0ther wme Unea he had made (m a situw. 
Shewing howhe had/ma/vd Us cmd what i$ wmfafj 

I am told> on very good iAithorily, that this parody 
itpMH^ Mr^ Wordsworth's vM>rst style oi writing has 
lieen taken €or. a sariotts extract fk«om him, and pane- 
gyrised accordingly, with much grave wonderment 
hmr I coiM find it<ridic«lous 1-^^ the next note. 

^^ The bard, Uke a seamd JEneat, went home in't, . 
And lioes underneath it, it seems, at this moment. 
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is vMf^ we JBee, ofXtdbdxaly'sweamngi wai li&;ma| 
emei^ firomity wheney^i! hioipkaaes, tvith &piop(«f 
t4anate lustre. Miiy be. . speedily 60 i»o\ < Th/ssfi h 
nobixly who woidd befuraidorio hail ,thal bsw odotan 
ipg than my$«lf. ApoUo should haxeaaatiauiniF^ttfc 
4)iipiixpo$jetoii^elQaiiD0it. It«ertaii)ly:a9|)6aiai.40iSi^ 
that we haye b^ HP pq^t ^e^ ihft4«|[B of 3|iea6er. 
;^ MUtoi^jr^iso allied m>tl|ie jl>p4f^ fiaft iof his g^niiift 
to thp9e &v<n;ired ib«si> iiotiQxcqptting ciy^iilGollm 
who bslw f^LFth^ into the sacred pkoes of poetry than 
any ipm of t;helai^t ag^. ; ISfx* Woi^^worUx sp^akfi 1«sb 
of t)ie vulg;^ ton^e 9Sthe pi?off^6^>^ than jsmyiwritar 
sinqe that period i he always thkika whm hecspeal^ 
has 9ly^s Mffp^d^M cpiXimsMAd^ fe^ide^pjy^ fiiidfis 
richly^ ,an4 pev^er, descends firpiu.thjM^ paiD^anddi^i 
vated morality^ which is the moi^ye regioAof tbetficst 
orde?:9f,p<?etic^y8pirite,, .. . / 

^ Tf^tljpaewbpdqub^thej^ticicogthi^^ 
who Iw^e hitherto seen in IMt. Wordsworth nothing 
bv^t ^r|fli9g,an4 .^Jjildi^lyaess,:^ w^oajt the,«a«^ tiiae 
speak- witti .i;aptiare of %Bnser ai;i4 » W^jtw,. I wo«d4 
P^Y JiMPSf^ ^^iitmf^^ ^i ^^ poen^ as the_ 
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<&iBdd¥i^n^t iffi Lyrical B^OkdB, the ^g^tniigSIe^ 

.the three iit^ exqiusite ]»ieced fh)in p^'50<to'^^'6F 

jAe 3d vol. (4th editkiB) aiM»ther at p. ISGy^tihb 

XHd Cunftbei^laiid Beggsov (a piece of perfect de^H}^ 

^bn pldlioso^zed) 5 and in the two eubdequCiH^ 

vxdmai^ «f pioeiiw^^^Lcnii8a> the Happy Warrior, «> 

HrC.^fthe Somels entxded Londodt^ knd Wedtmiin^t^f 

Bridgeay another beginning ^^ The World is ibb 

,jqQftieh^'i^th«tis,''awi the majestic (Simplicity of' the 

4^de to Dutyy a noble subject most nobly trealied. If 

alt^ thii^ . they can still see nothing beaii^^ltil ^ 

great in; Mr^- Wordsworth's writii^ w^ most/Ckxi^ 

idude that their insist into the beauties of denser 

and Milton is imf^inai7>^i-«'lmd that the/ spec^ % 

praise of those writer^ as tiiey do in dispraise o£' Mt. 

/Wordsworthy raerdy by role. V r 

It may be asked me then, why with such opiM61as 

.as) I et^tdrtom of thd gf^atiiess of Mr. Wordsworth>8 

.geniuifty he in treated as he is in the verses before ttd. 

I anspwerv because he abases that genius so as Milton 

or^Spenser never abused it, and so as to destroy t&ose 

gieeHt^Bd^ a£ poetry> by which it should aSiii^ tSe 
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iiaea apo^d refreah the spirits of Ule. From Ydm, b 
wbom jnuch is giv«a> muckshaUbe reitfjiiised* Ml. 
WordjBWQrtb is 4»{>aU« of beiag ^ 
JHod groat age of poetry ; and in point of fiaet^ 1 4i 
not deny that he is so already^ as the greatest poA 
cf ib0 present 9— 4>ut in point of ^Seet» obl poiitDf 
del^^ and utility> he appears to me<to have made t 
mistake nnwcMrthy of him> and to have soiighllijr 
^eccentricity and by a taming away froim eoositf, 
what he might hafe obtaugied by keeping td hds pn^ 
per and more nieighboiu'ly sphere. Had he wr^ttw 
^ways in the .spirit ^ the pieces «above-«m«Btioii6i; 
tuftjreadeis woidd hare felt nothing bat^ddi^taaii 
gratitude $ but another spirit interferes^* rakidsjbri 
to.do good neither to their taste nor reflectionsiuaod 
idSter having been elevated and depiessedi le&ohfd 
jplid sickj»»G^, .pamed> pktased* and tortuiedi^vife 
!,£liMe his volumes^ as we finish a mctonchoftf dif > 
with leeliogs that ^rould go to.sleep in ibrgetftdiiMp/ 
and AiU waking &cudties too busy to fuffev it» 
^ The theory of Mr. W<?nd^woflrth,-rt.if 1 1 may ^ear 

Ivire , tir gl^iQ M^w wprds my ^c<»at]raetSoi| pf thr 
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tdxlwid imd^ in many respects^ very mastoAf pre* 
&ce to the Lyrical BaUads^ is this ;-^that owing to 
a Taii^ of existing causeSi among ivhich are the ae* 
cumnlaidibn of men in dtiea and the necessary nni* 
Ibrmity of their occupations^— ^and the consequent 
cravuig for extraordinary incident^ which the present 
Btate of the woiid* is quick to gratify^ the taste of 
society bas become so vitiated and so accustomed to 
gtOBS^ stimulants^ such as ** frantic nov^els> sickly and 
Stiq»id German tragedies^ andd^higes of idle and 
liMfiratagtmt stories in ▼erde>" as to require the cdun^ 
toac^n ci some simpler and more priniitive fbod^ 
^ivhioh should restore to readers their true tone (if 
en jay m enti and enasible them to relish once more the 
tieautaes of simplicity and nature 3— 4hat^ to this pur-^ 
^pose^ a poet in the present agey who looked ujpdli 
men with his proper eye> as an entertdner and iSi«* 
eimolor> slkmld chuse subjects as &r r^noved as 
)po0iiblelirom artlfidal excitements^ and appealing to 
the gre^ and primary affections <tf our nature;-^ 
ffir^ and lastly^ that these subjects^ to be WorthOy 
padeAetif^ ^^atedi should be dothed in iinguage 
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equally artless. I pass over the contingent parts 
of the Pre&ce> though touching out^ as they go> 
flome beautiful ideas respecting poets and poetiy 
in general^ both because I have neither time nor 
room to consider them> and because they are nqit ao 
.immediate to my purpose. I shall merely obserr^ 
by the way> that Mr. Wordsworth does not seem t» 
Jiave exercised his feelings much on the sul^ec^ of 
versification^ and must protest againat that attempt 
of his to consider perfect poetry as npt essentiaOj 
x^mnected with pietre^-^-fua innovation^ which would 
.detract from the poet's properties^ and shut up one 
of the finest inlets of his enjoyment and nourishers of 
Jus power> — the sense of the harmonious. 
. Now the object of the theory here mentioned has 
.clearly nothing in the abstract, that can ofiend the 
jQundest good sense or the best poetical ambition. In 
,fyiCt, it is only saying, in other words, that it is high 
.time for poetry in general to return to nature and to 
A natural style, and that he will perform a great an4 
^useful work to society, who shall assist it to do sa 
,1 am not foiling, by this interpretation^ into tte 
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jeffoT which Mr. Wordsworth very justly deprecates^ 
when he warns his readers against affecting to agree 
with him in temis, when they really differ with him 
in taste." The truth which he tells, however obvious, 
is necessary to be told, and to be told loudly 5 and 
he should enjoy the praise which he deserves, of hav- 
ing been the first, in these times, to proclaim itJ 
But the question is, (and he himself puts it at the 
end of his Prefjsuie) has Mr. Wordsworth ^^ attained 
his object"? Has He acted up to his theory ? Has he 
brought back that natural style, and restored to us 
those healthy and natural perceptions, which he 
justly describes as the proper state of oiu* poetical 
constitution ? I think not. He has shewn that He 
could do it, and in some instances he has set th^ 
example 5 but the popular effect of his poetry appears 
to me to be fer otherwise 5 it gives us puerility for 
simplicity, affectation for nature 3 and only tends, ini 
my mindi to go to the other extreme of what he de- 
precates, and substitute one set of diseased percep^^ 
tiaos for another. 
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Ddight or utility is the aim of the poet. Mr. 
Wordsworth, fike one who has a true sense of the 
digmty of his profession, would unite both i and in* 
deed, for their perfect ends, they cannot bcs sepe* 
rated. He finds then our taste for the one vitiated, 
and our profit of the other destroyed, and he says ts 
us '' Your complexion is diseased $-*70ur Uood fe* 
vered; you endeavour to keep up your pleasurable 
sensations by stimulants too violent to last, and wbidi 
must be succeeded by others of still greater vio* 
lence : — this will not do : your mind wants air and 
exercise,—fresh thoughts and natural excitements :— 
lip, my 6iend ; come out with nfs among the bean* 
lies of nature and the simplicities of life, and ftd 
the breath of heaven about you.*'-*-No advice can 
be better: We &el the call instinctlYdy $ we get up, 
^accompany the poet into his walks, and acknowledge 

• t t . ' 

them to be the best and most beautiful^ but what 
do we meet there } Idiot Boys, l^td Atothdirs, Wan* 
di^ring Jews, Visitations of Ague, and Fitenzied Ma« 
iriners> who are &ted to accost us with taka that 



>«» 
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sQiDoM make one's Acuities topple over.*-— Tliese are 
Us refreshing thoughts, his natural exdtements^ and 
prhen you have finished with these, you shall have 
he smallest of your fugitive reflections arrested and 
tmbodied in a long lecture upon a thorn, or a story 
>f a doffel-cloak, tiU thorns and dufiel-cloaks abso^ 
lately confound you with their importance in life 5— 
Bu^ these are his elementary feelings, his calm and 
counteracting simplicities. 

Let the reader observe that I am not objecting to 
these subjects in b^alf of that cowardly self-love 
feisty called senidbility, or merely because they are 
of what is termed a distressing description, but be** ^ 
cause they are earned to an excess that defeats thor^ 
poet's intention, and distresses to no purpose. ' Nof , 
should I select them as exhibiting a part of the cha-t 
ittCter of Mr .Wordsworth's writings, rather than pass 
them over as what they really are, the defects of a 
greatpoet,— 4f the author himself had not e^^cially 
invited our attention towards them as part of his sy»* 



;'.'t-'» ^- 



* The last of these ** idle and extravagant ftories" was 
written, it seems, hy Mr< Coleridge* 
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tern of couptemctjkm^, i^ if tbese and his .oecaipiQQat 
Ipuerilities of stjle^ in their disadvantageous effeqtv^ 
on his readers^ did not invoh^ie the whole diaiauiter 
Imd influence of his poetry, 

But how ,i^ pur pa^sioii for stim^ilantd to ^cafljijied 
hy thesabstitutionpf jB^ries like Mr.Wordswoxtb'5? 
He wishes to turn aside our thirst for extraprdintfy 
Intelligence to more genial sources of interest^ ai^ 
he gives us accounts of mothers who have gone poad 
^t the loss of their children^ of others whp have kill- 
ed their*s in the most horrible manner^ and of h^rir 
hearted masters whose imaginations hs^ve ^eveng!^ ' 
upon them -the curses of the poor. . In like miu(mer» 
he would clear, up and simpjicize qui*. thoughts i^ 
he tells us tales of children that have no notion of 
deaths of boys who would halloo to a landscape no- 
body knew why, ai^l of an hundred inexpressible soA" 
fiations^ intended by nature -no doubt to afifect us^ 
and even pleasurably so in the general feeling, .but 
cmly calculated to perplex or sadden us in our 
attempts at analysis. Now it appears to me, that 
all the craving after intel%ence> wUch IVlj^, W^^^* 
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't^TOrtfi imisigines to be the bane of the present state 
of society^ is a healthy appetite in comparison to 
tiiese motbid abstractions : the former tends> at any 
Tate^ to fix tile eyes of mankind in a lively manner 
upon thie persons that preside over their interests^ and 
to keep up a certain demand for knowledge and pub- 
life impiibvement 5— -the latter^ under the gidse of iii« 
teresting us in the individuals of our species^ turns 
bur thoughts away from society and men altogether> 
)and nourishes that eremitical vagueness of sensa- 
tion,--that making a business of reverie, — ^that de* 
spair of getting to any conclusion to any purpose^ 
which is the next step to melancholy or indifference. 
It is with this persuasion,— a persuasion, which 
has not cbme to me through the want of acquaint- 
aince erthca' with solitude or society, or with the cares' 
of either,— that I have ventured upon the piece of 
ridicule in the text. Mi^. Wordsworth has beautifully 
'told us, that to him 



4he meanest flow*r that blows can give 



Tboughtsi^V^ often lie too deep for tears. , 

I faiEve no doubt of it} iaUd btc be it firom me to cast 
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'Stones iBto the well in which they he, — to dbtiirii 
those reposing wat€r8>**-that freshness «t the bottom 
of warm hearts>«— those thoughts, which if they are 
too deep for tears, are also, in their bcs^ mood, too 
tranquil even for smiles. Far be it also £r(Hn me to 
hin4er the communication of such thoughts to maa* 
kind, wh^ they are not suxik beyond their proper 
^pth, so as to make one dizzy in looking down to 
them. The walk d^Shakspeare is fuUqf them^ but 
he has managed to apply them to thteir {nroper 
rel^eshing purposes -, and has given ua but one 
Ibnd recluse in his whok works,^ — the mebmcholy 
Jai^pies. l^naU we fi)rget the attractions whick 
this melancholy philosopher £^ towards anot}ier 
kind of philos(^er, whom he met in the forest, and 
who made a jest of every thing? Let us be sure^ 
that this is one qf the results of puslnngour ahstrae* 
tjons too Isir, and of that dangerous art which Mr. 
Wordswortli has claimed for his simpler pieces,-— 
the giving importance to actions and situations by 
our feeljLpgs, instead of adapting our fedings to the 
dnjiortaace they possess^ The cons^uenca of ^is^ 
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if esiTied into a d)rstein> wofuld be, that we ooi:^ 

make a&y tlung or nothing important^ just as dis- 

"eased or healthy impulses told us ; — a straw might 

CLilraken in us as many profound^ but certainly not 

as useful reflations, as the ^Uow-creatore that lay 

upon it ; tiH ^ last, peiplexed between the impor** 

tance whidi «Tery thing had obtained in ima imagi* 

nations, and the fittle use of this new system of 

equality to the action and government of life, we 

might turn from elevating to depreciatii^,-i-^firom 

linking trifling things important, to thinking im- 

pOTtant things trifling -, and conclude our tide of ex^ 

tremes by closing, with expedience and becoming 

kaen of the world. — I would not wilii%ly dbturb the 

spirit, in Which these remarks are written, by un^ 

pleasant allusions : but among the numerous ac* 

'^piaintanced of Mir. Wordsworth,* yf9h.6 have fadlen in 

\rith his theoHes, perhaj^ he may be reminded of 

«otne, vrbo have idxemplifled what I mean. He him* 

-«Mf, though marked as govemotient property, may 

•waJk about his fields uninjured, from the usual sinl:*' 

plkity tif Ins life and from terj i^oranoe of what 
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hehas tmekr g o P Bj Imt those who never jpMeiBei 
thereal.^visdotnof hissimidknly> i??ill liardty letam 
the viitiie ; and as* in less healthy men> a^ tam he 
the worst taste of his reverie would infallibl]!^ be 
iiym^niatie of « weak state of stonach rather titt& 
of a>(ine strength of fetnoy/so in men oi less int^eet) 
the: imitation of his smaller simplicities is little cte 
but an announcement of that vansty and weakness |f 
mindv which is open to the first skilful oorrupttf 
that wishes to make use of it. 

With regard toi the langiiage in which Xdr.Wdrds- 
worth says that poetry should be tmttcn, bis vMskt 
seems to be this> -^^that instead of allowing- degrees 
and dfefferences in what is poetical, he wo^d have all 
poetry to be one and the same in point of style> and 
no distinction allowed between naturoil and artifidid 
associations. Nobody ynil contend with hiaa that the 
language of nature is the best of all languages, and 
that the poet is at his height when he can be most £m- 
ciful and most feeling in expressions the most neigh* 
hourly and intelligible j^--but the poet may scnnetiiiies 
i^inse to shew hiff art in a manner more aitfoL and 
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appealing to more particolar asadGiatiiMiES than: Ivliat 
are shared by the world at lai^^ as those of classical 
readers for instance* It is true^ by so doing, he 
narrows his dominion, and gives up the glory of a 
greater and more diific%dt sway 5 but he stiU rules us 
by a Intimate title> and is still a poet. In the one 
instance^ he must have all the properties of the great- 
«st of his profession^ — ^fancy, feeling, knowledge j — 
in the other> he requires less feeling, and for knowledge 
may substitute learning; — a great inferiority no 
doubt, but StiU only differing ia degree> tyr learning 
is but the knowledge of books, as knowledge is the 
learning of things. Mr.Woidsworth, to HlustrsCte 
what he means, quotes the foUowing sonnet of Gray, 
>and says that *' the only part of it, which is of any 
▼alue, is the lines printed in Italics.* ' *. 

' In vain to me the smiling^ morning shine. 
And reddening Phoebus lifts his goldea fire; 
The birds in vain their amorous descant join. 
Or cheerful fields resume their green attire. 

^ - •" f 

* We repeat this sonnet with the less hesitation, because it 
. does not appear in the usual editions of Gray, though one of 
< the best a|id roost original of , his compositions. It was writ- 
ten on the death of his friend Richard West 



\ 
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These ears aks! ftir ot&er iioteflr repiae^ 

A different object do these eyies require. 
My lonely anguish melts no heart hut mine, 

Jndin my breeut the imperfect joys expire t 
Yet morning smiles the busy race to cheer. 

And new.-born pleasure brings to happier men ; 
The fields to all their wonted tribute bear; 

To warm their little loves the birds complain. 
I fruitless mourn to him that cannot hear. 

And weep the more because I weep in vain* 

Tor the lines not marked in Italics much certB^nlf 
oannot be said -, but their chief i^iilt^ in point of as- 
sociation^ and as specimens of the secondary species 

« 

of poetry, is that they are misplaced ^ Otherwise, 
in a piece professedly dealing in metaphoi^ical and 
classi)cal aUnsions, they would still be poeticid, be^ 
cause still fauociful and because still referring to na* 
tiual emotions. But the hifeat mode tif settling the 
question is to instance distinct pieces of the respec- 
tive kinds, not those in which natural and lutifickil 
language iiiterfere with each other and only serve to 
. shew the great superiority of the former oteif the lat- 
ter. ' If Sfaakspeare, for example, had written only 
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those two line8> one iii the Merchant of Venice^ where 
h6 speaks of mo<mlight> 

How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this hank, 
and the other in Lear> where the poor old heart<* 
bursting king, finding his trembling fingers too weak 
for him^ and yet not fcnrgetting th^ hfi^bitual polite^ 
ness of his rank> turns to somebody and says> 

Pray you undo this button ;— thank, you, Sir*^ 
he would have left to all posterity two exq^isit^ prqotf' 
oi his natural greatness in poetry, the one for fai^i 
the other fos feeling. But on the other hand> Col- 
lins has left us little or nothing written in a natural 
language 3~~~almost the whole of his thoughts are turn- 
ed upon personifications and learned abstractions^ and 
expressed in what may be called the learned language 
of poetry; yet to say nothing of his Odes on the 
PassicHis and Manners^ there would be sufficient in 
that on the Poetical Character to stamp him a 
true ppet> and Mr. Wordsworth, by the way, with 
an evident feeling to this effect^ has written an ode 
tohisinepaory. It is the same with what Dryden 
calls the ^^ admirable Grecisms" of Milton*. Milton 

* Essay on Satire, prefixed to the Juvenal. 
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wM wrile witb anatuxBl gre9tiifl8s> tfaDiiflili^Dal al 
wett «e Shak^^res Imt he dioae also at taaes*^ kt 
l^oore artificial^, and if hefaas been so taooftai>it 
CHily diuews that his genius had less natund grataai 
about it and a ainaUer consciousness of reaoutots^ 
not that he had then put off his fioetiy altogelber^ 
Had he heard, in his time, of the project for exdnd^ 
isg all language and all associations firooi poetiy> 
but those of natural passion and humanity, he wnedd 
have spoken with new feefings ci the cessation d 
Iftoie Bncknt oracles, that have breathted out upoo 
US a seednd inspiration; he would bave lamented^iat 

^ Apdllo froiii his shrine 
I : Sboi^^ 110 more divine. 

With hollow shriek the steep^of Delphos leaving; 

fn4 have told tUS; with 9> share in the generaji socipwj 
how , 

ISie buelr ajsiintaks o^r, 
^ And the resounding shore» 

A voice of weeping heard, and loud lament: 
^Fwnihiutoted^s^ffajg and dale, 
Edg'd with popj^ p^ft, , . 

The parting Genius is with sighing sent; 
^^flPtth^fk^c^ii^y^t^csses torn 
The Njrmphs in twilight shade of tangled thickat moan. 
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1i It imm nBU^nfy Ut keep such T«rseft its tliese firesH 
Isr {KMEterity^ it vrmM be worth wkale to protesft 
agaiDdt theeselusioa of «iie species of poetr]r>me]hely 
htmatei it has om elder and nobler brotheir. But 4he 
tfirth:i8>' tbe eselwion would do haxm to tke cauM 
iifjfmtir$im geaeval ; it would cut aSy as we haife 
«Ma>^diveot pmrtiott df Ums skilful and delig^Hfia 
fgooKk i|oetvy^-*it would Mnder a number of subjepta 
£wKt being tvealed poetically, that ore now veoomW 
nendaUie to the world by the process of Teraifiea^i^ 
jtioaL$-^it.iiCiOuld dd us of one set of pretMoudevs oidy^ 
totiniiwiatgas with another much mmreinsufiferabl^ 
the pretenders to simplicity j aiad finally, it woidd 
. take away from the poetical profession something that 
answers to good breeding in manners, and that keep9 
iif dear from rustidtf and the want of an universal 
reception; for Shakspeare, who might be thoughts 
counter-example from his wantof sdiokstieleaming, 
4s in fiau:t a singular example the other way, enrich- 
ing the ground-work c^ his wi;it^gs with JSgiires 
and metaphors even to crowdihg^ a(nd evidently alive 
jto all the use and digx^^ qf cN4c^ alluaioft jifffiac^ 
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that a poet is always ta be shewing his rea^ng or 
k8ariiiiig> or letting the secret of his taste escape bim) 
but that his* taste in one respect> if managed like 
81iakspeare*s> will teach him to feel what is bestaad 
most tastefiol in others^ and enaUe him to give a sim* 
pie or passionate expression as mudi peifecticmoathe 
score of natare> as a compounded ttid daborate chm 
upon that of art. Mr. Wordsworth> with somethiiig 
of a consciousness on this head^ talks (^ selection is 
the very midst of what appears to others an absolute 
contempt of it. Now selection has an eye to etfect^ and 
is an acknowledgment that what is always at hand> 
though it nuiy be equally natural^ is not equally pleas- 
ing. Who are to be the judges then between him ( 
iand his faults^ Those^ I thinks who delighted witk 
his nature^ and happy to see and to allow that he 
lias merits of his own superior to his MLcitous imi* 
tations of Milton> (for the latter^ after all> thougb 
admired by some as his real excellence^ are only the 
occasional and perhaps unconscious tributes of his ad- 
miration} are yet dissatisfied and mortified with sucli 
^encounteiings of the bellman^ as Harry Gill aiMlWe 



FEAST OF THE FOETS. a«7 

Qoie S&n^ 5— ^wlio tMnk tiuit in some of the efiiisions 
called Mood^ of My Own Mind> he mistakes th* 
t»mmeiie8t process of refleetion for it- sremiLt> andthi 
oidiiiaiy/ eiery-day musingsof any lover of the fields 
for original thinking}-— who are of opinion^ in shorty 
that there is an extreme in nature as well as in art/ 
and that this ^Ltreme> though not eqnadly removed 
&om>the point of )perfbction> is as different from what 
it ought to be and wlmt nature herself intended it to 
be> as the ragged horse in the desart is to the bean- 
tifiil creature nnder the Arab> or the dreamer in^ 
bfirsiita^ to the waking phUotopher in society, 
lb conclude this inordinate note : Mr. Wordsworth; 
' in objecting to one extreme^ has gone to another^ — * 
the tiattiral commdicement peihs^ of afi revoluti^ 
ttt^. He thinks iis over-active^ and would make m 
over'vconteinplative^ — a fault not Bkely to extend vwy 
vndefy, bht which ought still to be deprecated fbr the 
sdce of those to whom it would. We are, he thinks^ 
too much crowded together^ and too subject^ in eonse- 
qn^nce> to high-fevered tastes ^d worldly iaiectiotxi: 
Grasctfea i^he, on the other hand, lives too xikiich 



im ' IfOTE&ON Tim 

fnd soEtary morb]dities^-»*4iut ad there b heaUh'titi 
Jxitb o£ 118/ su^poee bo& parties tstr&A a bttrgi^'-* 
li0 totoome among us a little more and getathib 
CBDse of oar actioii>-«we to go out of ours^ves alil^ 
tia oftener and acquire a taste for his contemplatioii 
We will make more holidays into nature with' him^ 
bixt > he, m MmesS/ must earn them, as well ^ 
ourselves, by sharing our working^days :-'^We wiD 
emerge oftener into his fields^ sit dangling our legs 
over his styles, and cultivate a due reqpect ibriiis dftf-* 
fodils I but he, on t^e other hand, must growa fitlle 
better acquainted with our streets^ mui^ put upiwitfa 
our lawyers, and even find out a heart or sd^amoiis 
our pottticians !— 4n short, we will recoUect th^ we 
have hearts and brains, and . wiU feel and ponder a 
little more to pmHy us as s^taj hut heiwill \k 
gqpd epough, in return, to cast an eye km .his hands 
and niusdes, J^ld,consi4^r. that the putting these to 
^eif ^u;rpo8es js pi^^^ary to complete -our- part in 
4|u^ ,i?vor^^^^ 
^r^j|S|tte,g!Qod t9 bi| dCH»& onvbatb tudes ) and lus 
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PEAST OF THE POBW. im 

JaekAy> I btiiieve^ would be much bettered in (xmse^ 
^piBBce^- sa thtre ia no many I am persuaded^ mope 
capfhlt tjban Wt. WotdamoriJBk, upon a better acquaitt>- 
tancewithsodety^ todoitthe serrice. Wii^ioutthat 
j^;quai»tance> Us reputation in poetary may be liltk 
more salutary than tJliat of an £mpedootes in phikao^ 
phy or a Saup^ Franeis in rdigion :--with il;, he m%ht 
re^Yf^ th|B spirit tfaf g]ory> and the utility of k 
Sh^J&speare. 

*' 'Bui wrath »Md ApaUo^ and turning ttgcdn, ^ 
^ Whatever* ^ he cried^ ^ ioere the faults ofmch mm, 
lYe shM fry> Moretched mortals, how well ye can bear 
What'Dfydm hagvntneBi^d, unsmote with despair,^ ^ ' 
Thasr attudes to tbe insight which Dryden had into 
ithe higher species of poetry> without it's maidnghiih 
lose 8%ht of tile powers he really (xisdessed. ' If he 
•did noiieaeh to the fermer> he i^w What it iihis, ttn^ 
dazzrkd^ and did not beeome a neglecter of his ot^ 
dubstanoe to indulge an idle hankering after that of 
wealthier minds. Yet the fisebler and idler parfblf 
iQie poetahereaaentkNMdafibc^ to j^peak^fiiuch^ 
as Johnson and I)]7den witUcont«ini^t^*^€ Johnson^ 



11« .rtfOTES ON THE 

who with all his defects aad his big0tri^> oolild maltef 
his morbidities to some pu]:po8e>-*-«iid of I>iydeii> 
who though deficient in sentimeDt^ studied his aurt 
as they never did^ and has writteii eisthef never can« 
I have heard^ on good authority^ that one of them 
fsalls Alexander's Feast '^ a ^brunken song.*' It k 
tench to be wished that thie sobrietieB of th0 present 
Laureat could produce such another. The song may 
be dnmk> but it is with nectar. 

^ ^ That sight and that mum m^;kt not be smimtd 
But by those who a glory like Dry den's had gained. 

It is not intended to say h(sre> that some of the 
poets in the text are not reaUy of a more poetuaJ 
icompl^on than I>ryden> for I believe they are; .but 
t>idy that they have not yet proceed what in tlm 
•long run with posterity shall advance them bej^re 
•him. We see tiiat they suatained much of the glory^ 
though BDt all of it. 

*^\dnd old Peter Fmdarti^nfd pahy «iuieupp^e9td,' 
Wik a deathrbed smsatiim, ablasphemom^H i 
li is SL pity that tint f\e%a«DS< te^t<Qi\)^^Vis^nf^t 
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ji Ihte more principle in his writiligd^ for he has 
really a mtmt oii^nal vein of humour^ — fltudi; a mix-* 
tare of Bimplici^, Mrchneas, and power of language^ 
with aa air ctf Iri^ helplessness nmmnglhnnighoat^ 
aa la irresistibly amusinf^> and comtitntes him a <!las9 
by himself. He is the Fontaine of lampooners.— hI 
know not'tdieth^ any body ever thom^ of turning' 
to him for his verdfication; but the lovers of the 
English heroic would be pleased^ as weU as suipriBed> 
(o find in his management of it a more easy and va-' 
rious mu^c than in much higher poets. * 

*^ Tom CamjAell^s wUh wUlow and poplar was twin^^f 
jtttd Soutkey's with mmmtain'osh plucked in the wind, 
^tnd Scott's with a heath from his old garden stores, 
Ar^ with vine^lea^es and Jump^up^and'hiss^me, Tom 
Moore's, 
The meaning of all these intereoronations is not a» 
obvious^ I am afraid> as it might be. The poplar is 
intended to imply a kind of artificial appearance in 
the midst of nature, — ^and may stand for a set ele« 
ganceas wellas aaembkmofstrei^h:— ^he'^moun^ 



^la^tt 4iyE^ 'would im^esit' tt • sort^ ttf^ ti itf§fe > y ^^ 
what ought to ^tow wM; iuid som^l!^ i^ DjAiMl 
of the g9]:|jieuer*s,trade^ , Xhe wiJlpw* th^ v4pp;5^e»^ves, 
aad the Jvaoep-V[p^mA*%issl^mt, want i«i' e k^be t aSism , 
except that t|ie last is one of the vaiiet]^ of pjMues, 
which thi$'ftMadttfi^df)i6pu]aradmirati^ in aU coun* 
tries> has layishedriipq^ tlie beauti&^UM^tfirciqiQfurcd 
violet; cbittmoiily csdl^d' At^HfeartVeas^*]'^ ' ^' 

It is plesii^ant to light upon an .uiuyexisal J^yowte, 
whose merits answer (me*s expectation. We kndW 
little or nothing of the common flowers among toe 
ancients; hut as violets ingeneral have their due mebr 
tion amon^ the poets that have come down to us^ it is 
to be concluded that the heart*s-ease could'not miss 
it*s particular admiration^— if indeed it existed among 

I ■ 

* Th€ crowns, witli these explanations, ote still-ndt com-* 
-pl^^v Mr« Ca«apMl> for his Qa(vfkl.o€ka, tl|^!#i v^Mm^ h^ 
some oak in his wreath ; and it is a great piece. of injustice ts^ 
Ar/liUwreyto have leh out the shiu^ock^^^^^^^^^ ** \^ 



TEkSnC OP Tm^ KOE'TS. U^ 

limi tifl^ it*4 p^ectioii* The modem lAtin joame 
l^^itis tlQ9 Jom or jQve*s Flawer,Tran appeHitf ipg 
pri&p t«iq( wQoliipfulfDr it's little ^qparkling delicaq^^ 
«i|d nfNre.sBitabteto the greatness ^f an hydraogia 
0r to Uie diadepoj* of a rhododendron. 

Quieque per irri^uas qusr^da Si^ipbiria valles 
Cre^eiinlt oect9o44« cum n^rlo nata CQrculis ; 
Hosque Jovis varius, folii tricoloris, et ipsi 
Par viols, nulloque tamen spectatus odore.. 

Rapiiii Hor^riUBj libu 1. 

Witli all tbe beauties iu tbe valHe&bred, 
Wild Mint,, that's bora, with myrtle crowns to wed. 
And fFove's o^n Flow'r, tha^ shares the violet's pride. 
If s want of scent with triple charm-supplied. 



f - 



Tlie name given it by the Italians is Flammola, the 
Little Plame ; — at least, this is an appellation with 
ivhich I have met, and it is quite in the taste of that 
ardent people. The French are perfectly aimahle 

*rith theirs : — ^they call it Pensee, a Thought, from 

/■''•' ■■''■^ *■ . , . • ■ ■ ' . . ■" ■ ' ■ , . 

Which eomes our word Pansy :— - 
^ *^ PCIN^*^ rosemary," says poor Ophelia 5 '^ tint's 
hi liKfifiemhranc©3--f>fay youy Ic^^Tetocftiherr*^ 
«nd there is pansies^— that's for thoughts,*' J^*^r 



tI4 ' . IfOTBf on TOM 

ded in id wredth ef .tewters :*-Mthe liyinpii 

Here daodii^^hMe^, iv^it^ aftd ^- 

Out of my lap first take I, 
Wliich stifn flfhaH ttm itlcih^ tM thread; 

My chM^t fhiKf't tfttt msk^ I. 
Amoiigst'th^e tuits M a rdW,. 

Next place I pinkd h^ plelktyy 
Tlies^ dotible^ddlsies then for show; 

And will not this be dainty? 
The pretty Pansy then Wl tye, 

JLdke stones some chain enchasing: 
The next to them, their near ally, 

llie purple violet placing. 

Nymphf 

Bfilton^ in his fine way, gives us a picture ii 

■ I ' ^ '■> ^ Vwasf freak* d with jei^ 

AneHher of it'snanies iiiXove-iir^MlZenew, uoc 
it bib bsto agaHn cekbn^ed bjr ^hriE^eai«> 
we must always ^tum, for a^ thii^ a»l i 
things — ^hlBttrids mrice puitiM: tue of it is 
summer-Nights' Dlream. The wlude passa 
of such exqidsite ftiki^ tnixMl .mlli s« 
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i^firesi^ioiis aad flue si^gpidtim»<tf soiliaD^iit^ ti^t I 
will indulge myself and }ay it belbre tlie r/eader at 
onee> that he may not interrupt hinraelf in his chair :•*— 

Oberon. My gentle Puck, come hither : — thou remembereftt^ 
Since once I sat upon a promontory^ 
.4^ .h^r4 Si ^^prpi^j 43m ja 4j^plwi> J^ltf ? 
Uttering such dulcet and harmonious breath. 
That the rude s^ g]*ew civil at faer song, ^ 

Tq hear the sea-maids music ? 

Flying betvyixt the cold earth and the moon, 
Cupid aH arm'd: — a certain aim he took 

A^d loo^*d his love-^haft smartly /;x>m his bo^. 
As it should pierce a hundred thousand hearts: 
3«t I 9^1it flee young X^ii{iidU Qsty abaft 
Ou^liched in the chaste beams of the w&teiy moon; 
Andvthe imperial votaress pass'd on, 
«amflladea-medltalioA,:£uicy fioee. ; 

It fen upon a little western flower,— 
^ Before, «ftk-wfaite,--^w fmrf^e 4¥ith Iw^'^ 

Fetch me that flow'r, — the herb I shew'd thee once: 
The juice of it, on sleeping eyelids laid. 
Will make or ln«n or Moman madly dote 
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Upon dM ttmliPt crwNne^atit I 

Fetch me that herb; and be t^ou here again. 

Ere the leviathan can swim a leac^e. 

.\, • 
Puck. I'll put a girdle round about the earth 

|n fctrty mimites. 

Act 2. So. 2. 

Jl^efidfis ihcae iiames of Love-m-tdieHess, 
fh(grf9r4aie, aad Jim^hifpiKmdrlfif$''me, the tn^f 
^violet is called a]80> in Tarious eouatry plao 
h^b TrinUy^ Jlwee-faceS'Under^^'hoodj Kiss- 
hifi4rihe^gaf4en^gates and CuddU^-me-tQ-y/m, 
a^eoas to have been altered by some nioo aj^trek 
Is^ the less vivacious reguest of Ovl^ine-/o-y4 
^' :In.8boirt> the Fersians th^nselves.haife mpt a| 
Quspher of fond appellations for the rose^ th 
people of Europe for the Heait*s-eaae. forsgij 
to iirlipin gaiety and companionship are men 
^Kiisarily welcome on many accQimt^ Itfwif 
8peal( with gratitude of this little ^ovi^er^r-r 
many with which ^adr and d^ friend hav:^ a( 
my prison-house^ and the one whicfa ouQas 
the rest 
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The winei were all necicet cf^ffgreni sinack. 
To wJdch MusJiat was nothing, nor Virgjknis JaCUfs, 
No, nor Lachryma Christi, though clearly divine. 
Nor Montepulciano, though Kv/^ of all f¥lne* 

I do not profess to have tasted these foreign luxu' 
ri&; ekcept in the poetry of their admircjib. Vn»gihis 
Ldii; a^d liochryma aaibiti,^inrgW9 MUkeaiA CMsei 
Tittr^i-HBUPfe haihes given tb two favourite whtes^^ hf 
die F^btis Kalians^ whose ifeunilikrity ^itk the 6bjcx*ttf 
tf 'tb6ir de^^doki is as Well known as itit hatti^3 
7%ir^Qitmer seen^ to be a white wine>^-^th^ latter isf 
of a ddfepred. AlulAuit> 6t Wdstedi^, ^s so cafl^ 
tm&tk^ ^«bQr of ']t*d grape. The tWo Mterars 



bf i^^^Ms Ba<kx) ii& Ibseana I bfot Ids ^vouirif^l 
&]tfit)£itep«l6kndi whick«ttkfec(kieli]sioni3uid^(Kiiiaii 
<}^ thd'poetnf^ is^pronoUiioed by Bacditid hittiselfi i^ 
li&s houTDf t*aiisp6rt> to be 4he sovereign liquor :-4^ 

hv , Pj[>ifre|iteiln<|iii%adi^ i 

Ascolti questo altissimo decreto, 
Che Bassareo pronunzia, e g\i dia R, 
Afontepukiam d' ogni ViM i U i?r« 



X^ ^ Ikfti, tM>>« down to U^ t|0^i^ 
Of the care-killing, vintager God, 
Give'edr krid glv^ JCkith to Ms eMbtdlVii^, 
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ff^l^five a/^ great ger^ius/*-^-<me Mr. Landpr^rr^^ 
, J!^, Walt;^ Savage land<?r, a very yrsff^ig^n^ 
I believe, and anthor of an e;>ic piece of ^ps^pidg 
fdled Gebir, upon the strength of which Mr. Soathejf 
dedicated to him his Ciu^ of Kehaftia* Ti^^fB 
reall^^ one^ goo^l. 'Wfi^^^^, V^ ^ehir about a |9ef^^l^ 
fj^ad^tl^e autl^p^Ja oTO oi thpfi^ 6i^€^^ifi^^c^^$^ 
^hfpj^tj, who n^ht i^pmise !to becQisgs som^th|9f 
^ %y were boysj but th^se gjqitleiai^eil ,^51^3^ 
^ei^ full gipTp for «OTne tiwe, anA sa^ ^tJ^J^^tq^ 
ijfjl eOQid too stubborn to lalt$a*« I. forbear t^^-ft)^;^ 
^e p^^ic^l alluiyioii^ inafoem which^hobo^jkoiO^i^ 
^d steljl^ sag as li^jtle ab^put tho^ ixk Sfx, ^WJ^e^ 
Jpan.of Arc> &c. but,t;^y are ;Suc]]l as ^fpuld pt^ 
^e f^iire^ and hi9 fi^^ds 'b^utichii^ mW they w^ 
I^te4.f>ther|p^p|^'s qpiaLpns: ai[)d<dei^lldt>^ 



FEAST OP omiraETs. ^^ 

nd Wcikkr liutHed lip io^^ mi Jbegg'd 4o pMpm 

far. WiHam Bt&maft fldee> 4l ^9d& of 'the SigM 
)^figaAle deorge Recne^ and «ua hsMAig&at man, 
DO -fio0t. fie 4fi authoi^^-fi^me geiifClemaDtfyj, 
snon-^pke^ versions cdf eld TCHxianees^ ^if^lch %r. 
itet iSixM desei^b%a as ^^tdiies -^^ well tdld" ki ino* 

F9r*poets/h€ mid, '^howouid i^heftsh iheir poweti, 
i '^tigp^d'^ M de&fkless, must -keep to good Iwurs,^ ' 
^ %%>1ard]sm^ WMch in a luxurious state of so* 
fyftmeiy »dt 1)e ^imeeessaryto repeat. At such 
9B,p&dik ape a^EMXre^^request than ever^ and being 
fbViV^ tfto 'tiaa «njoy as wdl as contribute to 
ijFkh^nt^ are inore -6ian ever liable to 'be spoilt. 
^^^^iWi^'a^ttiore vulgar m ^an that a true 

{{k'^Rit^piistry can do ^-^fMiout study,— meaning Iby 
ly, ^nati^feM researdi Into eve^ bobki^ ai 

I ittf m^y ^ getiius =^for poetry id nottiiri^ but li 
rv|Msil% to tqpre^si^i^i bjit what m^ttefiss thiS 
►fiity,'tf«we do notput oursdves in'flieway'iJf^ihfe 



nuBtilookabmtSor tMn^ niMii[tni|iikettjwiP 

iiAigts $ mHtjoaftmam^ a ldMnMi§pai0f ^iwintdid 16 

course^ without genius will not make^ii^goe^^skiyf 
more tiian eye% w^t)^(ni^t; &}^f^ will, ge^ 
by poring over a microseope i but on the dtlier^andy 
a poet without study shall be in the si):uatJQn of 
Fizarro at the Peruvian CSouit j-^-^th nS las powers 
he shall not be able to write^ and his (x>mm6n sd-* 
diers shall ge^ the bettar of hini' itir>«pie^DGe. 
From Dryden downwards^ our poets do not anpear 
to have been very studious^m^^ with t^ :a3i^ti(m 
of Collins and Gray j and the reading of Dryden himr 
self pei^haj^was iiE^tlier Ml$M^M^ 
g^iM^ttad^^yictf te^wiklgei <H th^ %^^ Masi^ 
CoOi^untoidH^^ad afttttideli^hitt, iliM&ljbM 
hkn baek itttaidteti^V^^ (ivtthiili^i^ im 

to Gr^, after a diligent inspection of 4kii^idttli||«i6^atfi«i«*^ 
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Qnil^]0tfi>^ii(klM8& €liai]eerVei^e<tt;4:hrBv.fIiiiifi# 
df BimB^tinucsiUn* «Clbeiiig^aoideiperatrm atiutot ^? 

l|oks<Mipid$-W iftv ■<•!».■, 5.**.-'.>a' ,»*<;,;>'^ 



That dwelleu almost at thy dorU; 
Thou nerist neither that ne this. 

And hast nia4e. al thy reckiniogea, , 

In stedc of reste and of newd thmges 
. ">.''«' triioargutstiione >lo ^ne:hoiifle ftiione^ , ' 1 ■'. > '' ''. ^ :« -^'li* 

And al so dombe as any stone , , . 

Thou sittest at anothir boke, 
m* ■' 'fl>y^ftill|r'.ditf d is thy- iBke^ •' • • .-; • -. •;• ' - '?>•'(* - ^ i. ii ' ».•■ 

Qiioiccnr, l^wAY!^ ym 1^ jtnif * fjqdt,n©ttp jm4^«(»e 

Siii^ tmd italian poets. ' t%M 4Aie\h^l^ tii^^ ^W 

«l^h,r^ttiiig|iiMeJii4JUfB9f^n^#i4i««H oj^pmMf^ bnc 
mourous pieces. He seems to have bad a talent for ndi<*ule; 
ftod iwi^t be^Hopedy. ^ aUt hjivadbi^.ta(hfiv«:b«m)iii4|^lfp4ia 
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QkmxnCTk Shiil M faar e iroit'ttBither^ jBaii^j^rttttag 

spoken by him than from Mm^ it is ctettr Miciitiieipeil 
every thing that he ^eame near^ and perhaps tlie 
more because he had no leamng ; Ibr Ie»nSng is 
jtpt to make a man doat t^on did books ; and the 
most accomplished readers^ nc^ being iso apt at a 
dead language as at their <mn, linger and brood 
6lf«r their favotutitc^ ^clttssicytetltKts^esqieB^l^cfftiaByi 
work of information. 

. But these names are len^n^me fhnn my purpo^i 
Which was rather to remind the jpoet of 'the ^enerd 
tlian^ ^[laiticdld^ use of his 1i6urs -, aiid h^'f 
iiiigfyt %e -seiksced to t«tam *to them, ^r CikiM 
tev^la in Ttnoniing isc6«eryv ^and Mfttbii, ^ 
^Hxe pR)8e pdbBSfi^geS'df IdS'Soiiii^ri^i^tJfed'v^ilhtti^ 
fiootioal isp2«lt>'4»B ^expceesl^ tlddMis that he ^'jfal 
teriy ffeer;* «ut 1 tnnst if&ly pttt 4a^%x>TiHlif 
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Qm tuMit imt j wr l wii igi l w mittr d to urttrn 1 1 r ) i f i i" r i 'ii i ' ihi 
<if,|jte rpirieria 4dl 49if «i(v<^H«to fMpgtfi, liiAfliiA 
^iKTiilt ibaieiMtes mt^ mktA 4dtty. i^dlj flPiiire Mil 

tihal ^Qtiboqglk It is a inudi^i |Hat of Us bittuwis'«ii 

ItCltii^r li^miiqrs jood |)i^^ and iBdeod for hit 

Ipri^uiigle wK^ It^aB to.,get.faiirt -by^itXftlvasute^ 4ti 
BQ Ua^ to JjOTe^^ alfeftlition ^vtvacted l>7<^dEt^ HMBeiOf 
diveifted % it*b nBedodtiolis. Sta^»b0uUJb64|u«4l(i^ 
ftipMe^ «^ vSog^Mtir Ma a^kcxatiiii^ ^^ t>efia; 

lie slfoiili didde Ite mi/^ Ht4VM&!|te^fidkl0^«u^ 
booto^. i|nd tlie ^^Oicfr batw««n f»qj^y in ^gioiiml^ 

4tieri&Kiefi3 h^ ']^tKi|#3r ^^^^^ sM aBailtecr'hli!i%ft 

ki^aa^l^prmpiiy ^th the ldacyv^c^r<e)it«uie&>Wh 

theHne&rsiliipHcity of youth, which pit)perty*im* 
ptdft^, ^becomes ihetM^est wisdom of iagt, %ut bjf 



mi PlHOfEEIHDDffliaf A.1 f 

ImdMilg^ilamihBkPi mat tinjilmit cbitipai^rv^^ 
kindly &UguMe^ Jum itHli'iiiadiindpiiiieliiMb \i 
0M?€ Ufetle ^for plfi88iiig(«nd ahsalatelylto dflay 
iafelci|ctiiig f tiH>:ai lait htid/dber MSIaiVft 
Uiings^ ttraiJttd'iUm IMdtli a rttsntfol awfhjftrtwi 
gcttfcf into; tlttt copiteimptii<nM^ iadilfotfeaegiid 
B|illiaiwe ftial to poetry* illr. %NUig;'Wd ai^ 
didife 'of fiourtfianBa/aiid /flxtt^> revei^aiiidi 
Ott his eoEfectaliqns . fayr ; tte chypodioiiAiae ]ki 
lii^ Thoug^t^Rodiester, aooiidflt'a >rda 
idlonew jmd deiniKtefy^ ventad hkdlBcbd*^ 
man joniliire In salfies^of idMbdiy ami ^torts^^ 
ifsiy Jbittereifc «ati>e# illln^nE is vnctoiitted^^ 
4iuiii fritli tiicise ^mtn >olthe "wiwld^ 'jood^ vrfaito 
9iqr» fiad; oidqMffii: ^wAbBSi of satiis^^ 06' k» 
md oiver^dgtmtUteyh-r^t^^tutae avi ]i0t»tllerj[ii 
ill 'ifaeslidBfMrtJies)^^ JUB^u^ 
' jirty ^th^.ara 'not* p(^» ^ ^ - ^^ -^ * ^^ no 

tfpK a|ipligatBBn> of these irtmarkii ^ladniBBi 
barjSigejieral iits Jt stppters^' .|f iMri MwAre 
.linfig aa h^uaed tadq^in tbs tkick of thfe gagr. 1 
J(dfi|^ mil oa^detfr^erbaps of t|ie apijaLjuBilt 



cihMacterafi^fais^wffitfaigs t» feisaimmehd tinsmt 
mi ctatilielias taken^iwliig^ iftt seecns^ to a rural 
sqeslb.' aiidtea^ it OkhM gniifyMt. WordiH. 
vctQLffie&^boMr ^vcfty^patHatrchal mc^ of our poMa 
^ jisteKty kk iidi iartance. ' Mr^t Moclve dates {loia 
oiiRieai Defebyflhire ; mtp. Cloopbdl froia S^rdsn^ 
r ]lfe*S«ott iiniii Bttriok Safest;' Mr. QoMiBf 
QtBimme^ Mr. Mdorev i^ ift true; v^undersfiood 
ye'l^eei^ aon^iadnifltrioaa inpl> ^ tbs tifie heivaa^ 
Med'tORbBiififiat) bMifcdVM 
Mid i^libali> of a; 4tie intaniifixtateh^^^ 
^> JEUEB Ttrf dMbMUb HdngaLf TkeMfiMDiiier<ia 
ji>elte>4baiif anheaaafi^iihxnibi^ ilw 

MiiifSiUi )riagiiig^i!idbtat'7oiir>^flttd^ it is^^a; 
WMDofi^snaAdbes andonakv^iiDn^iandttlid onftf; 
i^ilfiaH'cftiif to^ beffiiada||;aiivit iatemq^ Inrft; 
i^iRkkhjitfeiat^leBittxifliJiaalUi. > ^B%mkh o^eki. 
.€ on these occasions is a|itMto veeompeilieitli 

dpitsdf t«drJfli|gely;^oiit|Qf.tke daylr ^Ininenifl 
^wfam^ Itirto ^ iad»tiwingi>ig hMBtlyien jMcirf 
(titlMifca)profl{«<tt c^nd iaJn|iMvyritli0iit |i%qp^ 



,tQ «it up aQ K^g^ jveiidin^ MMi j«nPitiii^ idfft / 

mfimi\9iii$i of Mmj^^if^ mif J^mi^^ 

j|jb9iii;g<8t OTtof k»d yu^ tif9> 0Cf(llAfn«tte:>## ift«r 

adbkman wkilias bien hJtAfMidug ri<t» 4ttJM«ri ag 
nil; iiiio> 90 &Lr « the !i¥^U is eMiGftnMdKii^iiil 



Ffii0r <» vsm woets. ^ 

«faH|^l^ii^^|]ia^ABtag»^ wdl a^ iiidifaiita@es> ef jb^ 
il<liHW5 dcfeCfiptiiiPi If> tin tbe cme luoidi he caaaft^ 
M% Md ftntendy iitki the Irovl^ with acme of ^ 
iiswa dMns^timft of fHl^ a rtadkiefli 

tm^patnb'd! iodety^ t0 fl&idlre trhat he should fl6| 
Mk the t^er> Ids mtt^aace ito^^ haveheekitooeailf^ 
'Mr lib <bt{M0|atkto9 too arden^^ exgoyamiAs li^ht 
have {Pressed around him too l|[inck)y to gire' hh9 
Hme A^ <9ilito> ted tod viiMiervedlsi to leave^hte a 
j$efiBerof fos]^60t'^ Slid St lastf tlFkb a genius «akidaited 
H^ifMnt as Wdl as interdst/tht cirdes in irtrhkh he 
ttOiMy ho fiilght find it diffieuli to escape fiXM» |i 
fot^ c^fAeasttrabie hOsihSa^^ in which the selif-loT^ 
l»f olhaes as well. as his own habitvad acipdescence 
#rMldiM^t04totslnhka« Ptthi^s I am assuming 



^loo tBtich'lieref in mora stages than onej and I con^ 
llisi^ tbat I have hsen'cfakiy led into my oondtesioaii 
fMpMliii^ idin>hy the general efiect of rank and 
Mtaife M his tiine of l&fe> aftd by the general tnn^ 
0i^niild>^i»sed in Ms poetry; hut if I aminduoed 
Wi^-tnora tten I should hare done to a wrilir <c!f 



hdbn tlK p«kGe maDt tlw .^vmam mm 
intwftttcB^ IlQMWof wbetterylMeJBiihidi^ 

ailoir me to My ao,- ^rff i ain I fed n mimg>taww><iirf 
Amy mfefxcit in kJ* fiune, aa4 >>g^ twi^iwa 
dMNPds almit me sp UnAed bf Ihs poatiy^ ^ai It 
epeak wkedter I wffl ornoi. .. p 

The adiriee tlieii, iMA I waoU Nirtmi ^ gjii^ 
Ids loHsliip, — wad nWdi, bytiie wagrt ae «o jbH 
gK<J»"*<i»» and a public writer I hsfe nthrr pufjlpMif 
4ar gmiig.» in one re^ect^^-^e. briefly Uwji t)pt<L j». 
tiie tat tifaK», be neqU babiftiMie his Omighl^ H; 
rnttdi as possMe to the oMiq^aiiy <tf those rseoudiiil 
ipbrilB Msd lofty eoimteiiances of pobiic virtue, ^vhW^ 
demle an fiDglislmian*9 reooUeetkiM, and isps.ltor 
trae hoiuidiQld duties of hi* oo«nti7»-«-€r to dBS(QSi4 
Ante my epilhc{t8> that he would study potties Wfm, 
somI appear oftener in Bsrliam^oti-^eecoudly^jUMitihl) 
would study soriety^iietiMftly in it*s eadstinghp)]^^ 
i^ H*s dqiaiited grandeur^ bi:^in tliOR inl^^ 



^M^ iiMiilig«rice ;^'^-^€md tMrd^ htd 

Mete liiiMl^li6 (Mid ikfOfMMy iliMaself^*-^0>ili4&iK 
b0A*dy[i^]i(!^ ^t^^lia^^ ytapmStke^^tiu^ htiimmM 
fimMei^*mh6tt>^ tuA done «s ij»o ilOl of 'pmmM^ftii 
lirArfttntxl^ res<Mrtiftig at si^ ^iii«B^to ^^^eoBkaasb 
pn^rtyin 8tyle> or his >a8k «if ^itttti OfvbSibjf de^ 
#eiils^ oi99Af««ittDtiv ai a «Bi!geftt^ittidetiti a&ikixc 

^'^^' EM piett^oi fSi/Mxi^, ^ he ^tmM^^wtiio^, 

9% <rf|ihba» a {ibet, might Mmateiialty.^dalige h&ip 
dltek" dhi^nuii^ and «cs^it«> a- str^g^ amjo^oft tm 

Mght1lte4iiduo0i>tai6dk t Ktli»iiioi« to the ite^L 
m^kiiB^^afkm^iH^ the tnAp^ b»i^t o»^jr-r^]astly> lijr 



MQQfBIOHTBE 



torn lor OK%iiiBi Jeefiag and tliiiddB^, md 
•Ued nortyiy to pearftim wlnt ke ^Kw«Ai^ 



' Lord Bfraa<»ift see; tb»t lijr speaking t;)ii] 
^promige ratilier tiwn fais perfbnPMioe> lestJoD 
goodMise>aBiit]ir«Bliiftpoetr3r> at i|OTii]gai 
aid. H^d I raied ium len, I Diiglit ha^e 
iMmmoffei at least, Imodgfa^lia^e said not 
*»H AJB to one whom I ahauld ha^e coiiBid 
asritied «t Ilia fiiH growth. fiottiiiQiQ^ hj 
ddpini^doae^cwein kia yamtk thaa maiqr 
^bblithed wsitcv in liis fbll manhoo<|> and h 
aaqpiant^ Uken .hist |ilaoe» be^nood a. doubt, 
list af Sog^iflk Foets,' j^ I vfaaU no mo 
what he could do at fiTe^and^hiNy hj what 
•done atr£Teton(M:waifty, than I laooU con 
hisira his opinioaL of ne^ aa an faoneifc And i 
critaD, 'datermiBedi wieen' tfaafc pcciod ani^a 
i t t ro ap eet to nai|Bali fir d comioandalaon at p 

' The <Aa:raoteiiErf30s of ImxsA Vjvm'M yiuei 
a ^peperal vein of mebndoly^— ^ fbndaeaaia 
mggmtlmgp tod paaaionate modes <rf a^e^ 



FEASrr OF THE POETS. Hi 

tat ifl^Ubnrity o£ ibdmg^ widch uipj^mn to m^mf 
Mefi in it'a own vLc^tottt. Mrmy tbing ulad^ Ui 
operation assumes the fierce glow of metal undor 
tibe ilttodl^ of the forger : -» he produces it withjun^ 
intermitting impatience^ and tums^ &shions, and 
tysonaiSes it with an air of resentment* What he 
%antd in style^ and what he may clearfy obtkin^ Is a 
tBguJttt r^iance on his own mode of speaking, with^ 
tnai resorting^ in his ^c^i* moments; to phrases of 
eon^on property -.-—what he wants in essential po*- 
etry^ is hm^ as c^tn^Uished frovn pasi^6ii^''^^pen^ 
sev as distinguished £rom Otwa^^j and it may be ao^ 
tidipated perhaps ^m this^ that he wffi 9lwaySi he 
liither on,the refleeting and passionate side 'of poets, 
than^n the &iciftillind ci-eative. 

The Childe Harold w^ very striking in this ir6- 
epeet> and evinced n sibgiilir independence and jd^ 
tenociiiiation of thinking, with little ixf thosd fancies> 
Mg^M <ir bettbwedi ^Miikh urn m cflptirvslingrlo 
ymiD^' winters in general The Giaourf and Bride 

• The country genUemexi have lieen terrihly haffleci with 
4he txtles^of XArdByronVprodudioiis^ ChildfJland^jmA- 



1» KOTES ON THE 

i}f Abydos are two sketclies of passion, sparkling and 
digOaBedi and abpun&ig in felicitous instances of 

eiently astounded tb«m ; Abydos, after much dispute, wii 
luckily to be fouad in a dictionary;, but as to the Ciamr, 
he was like his namesake in Caliph Vathek, as inexplicable 
as he was attractive; there was no circumventing him and 
his ibar vowels. For tiiis, in som^ measure, we have to 
thank^the French, who, to suit their own convenience, make 
as much havoc ^ith people's names as they do with the rest 
of their property. Thus, after having been used to their mode 
of writing the names in the Arabian Nights, and having grown 
in love, while we are boys, with the generosity and magni- 
ficence of the Vizier Guy-afar (Giafar), we find. among the 
melanqholy realities of our manhood that we are to call him 
Jaffer; — the faniily name of the Bedreddins is suddenly ree- 
tified into Buddii:>ad^Deen ; and our old, though somewhat 
alarming. friends, Haroun al Raschid and the Cadi are disco- 
vered to be Haroon al Rusheed and the Cauzee. — See some of 
these alterations in Dr. Scott*s new edition of that ever de- 
lightful work. One 4ay or other we shall find our mysteri- 
ous acquaintance the G-i-a-o-u-r under the plain-spoken name 
of the Jower. It is needless to add, that the best way of settliog 
this matter is to write all names as nearly as possible to their 
original spelling, ■ It is our business to find out the pronun- 
ciation by itself; but a name is nothing but one particalar 
Bound, by whieh one individual is distinguished from another, 
and the French might as well call I^thagoras Peter Jenkins 
as Peet^a-gore (Fythagore), It would have been laudable fai 
Dr. Scott, while he was about his anti-gallican emendations^ 
to render the word Genie, which has almost become natUiniJir 
ijged, by it's proper trai^tion of Genius^ 



FEAST OF THE POETS. m 

sssion. They are not free however from com- 
lace yerses> and are disfigured besides by a 
nr of strange exotic rhymes^ consisting of ab- 

Turkish, — ^which is really unfair. Of all his 
tp*s productions, I confess I am still iQOSt take^ 
the little effusions at the end of the Childe 
1. It is here, I think, that the soul of him is 
found, and that he has most given himself np 
36 natural words and native impressions, which 
e truest test of poetry. His lordship has evi- 

su&red as well as thought, and therefore we 
L right to demand originality of him. Perhaps 
f not have struck him, that a resolution to 
the most of his past feelings and reflections &fr 
ultiplication of his poetical resources, and their 
[uent use to society, is no mean or mechanical 
, and may be called the philosopher's stone of 
\ It is thus that we become masters of our 
y, and gain possession of a talisman, which 
nake even the most appalling spirits wait up- 
r wants and administer to our usefulness. 

END OP THE K0TB9. 
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CATULLUS'S BETtmN HOME TO THE 
PENINSULA OF SIRMIO. 

CAIMEH XXXI » 



O BEST of all the scatter*d spots that lie 
In sea or lake^-^apple of landscape's eye,- 
How gladly do I drop witMn thy nest> 
With what a sigh of full> contented re8t> 



Fbninsulahum> Sirmio, insularuikique 
Ocelle^ qtiascnnque in liqiientibus stagnis 
Marique vasto fert uterque Neptunus^ 
QnalQ te libenter, quamqne Isdtus iiiViso^ 



i 



ACME AND SEPTIMIUS, OR THE 
ENTIRE AFFECTION. 

FROM CATULLUS. CARMEN XLY. 



■•■.' > 



' Ouy Acme Joy^ i \ SepUvuus ci iei. 
As on bis kp he Md his bride}— 
' K all my heart is not for thee> 
And doats not on thee desperately^ 
And if it doat not more and more> 
As desperate heart ne*er did before. 



> i. > -'''.• 



AcMBN Septimius^ subs amores, 
Tenens in pernio, ' Mea/ inqmt> 'Acme, 
Ni te perdite amo^ atque atnare porro 
Omnes sum assidue paratus annos> 
Quantum qui pote plurimum pettre^ 



ACME AND SEFnMIUS. lU 

May I be doom*d^ on desart gro\md> 

To meet the lion in his round ^ !' 

He said; and Loye> on tiptoe near him« 
Kind at last^ and come to cheer himfj 
Clapped his little hands to bear bim. 



* The ancients believed, that perjured persons were parti- 
cularly liable to encounter wild beasts, 

•f* It has been supposed^ that the passage here, which is 
rather obscurely expressed in the original, at least to modem 
apprehensions, alludes to some difficulties, with which the 
lovers had met, and whicl| had hitherto prevented their 
union. 



Solus in Libya^ Indiave t08ta> 

Csesio veniam obvius leoni.* 

Hoc ut dixit^ Amor, sinistram ut ante^ 
Dextram sternuit> approbationem. 



i 
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142 AOUEHSD essTotxm. 

But Acme to the bendiiig yotith 

Just dropping back timt rosy- tiiouth> 

Kissed his reding, horeting eyes; 

And 'O my life, my love I' tepUea^ 

' So may our constant service be 

To this one only pmty^ 

As with^ it triHisport )^ubly true 

He thrills your Acme's being through i* 

She said; and Love, on tiptoe near ber, 
l^nd at lasty ^Msid-come ta cheer her, ^- 



C^app^d his li^t^ faaiiid« lo hear her* 






At Acme, leviter c^ut reflectens^ 

£t dulcis pueri ebrios n^los orj 

lUo purpureo ore suaviata> >. .- -m r, 

' Sic,* inquit, ' mea Tita, Seplimilky 

Huic imo domino uequevto'vijyuiii, . ; ( 

«Ut multanuhim^ioracnarque jV 

Ignis moUibus ardet in medullis. 

Hoc ut dixit. Amor sinistram ut ante, 
Dextram sternuit approbationem. 



ACME AND SEPTIMIUS. 143 

Favour'd thus by heav'n above. 

Their lives are one return of love j 

For he, poor fellow, so possessed, f 

Is richer than with East and West,— - 

And she, in her enamoured boy. 

Finds all that she can frame of joy. 

Now who has seen, in Love's subjection. 
Two more blest in their connection. 
Or a ixKXpe entire afiecticm I 

Nunc ab auspkio Ix^o profeeti, 

Mntuir animir amaot, amanter. 

Unam Septimius miselluB Acmen 
Mavolt quam Syrias Britanniasque; 
Uno in Septimio fidelis Acme 
Fadt deli^as libidinesque« 

Quis uUoft homines heatioret 

Vidit? Quis Veia^cem 
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HOBACS TO PYSRHiV. 



ODE V. LIB. I« 



Pyrrha> what atdent stapling novr. 

In one of thy emb^wer^d Tetreals> ' 

Would press thee to indulge his vow 

Amidst a world of flow'rs and sweets ? _ 

For whom are boimd thy tresis bright 

With unconcern so exquisite ! 

Alas^ how (^ shall he bewail ' * 

His fickle stars a&d ftitMe« gale, >'** 

- , • / , ;;■ ■ .li.' 
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Quis multa gracilis te puer in tosa ' 
Perfusus liquidis urget (jidorilAu 
Grato, Pyrrha, sidb anti:t> ? 

Cui flavam religas comam * ^' J^ ' ■ '^ 

Simplex munditiis ? Heu, quoties fidem 
Mutatosque deos flebit, et sispera 



klORACE TO FYRBUA. 145 

And stare with unaccuBtom'd e^ea. 

When the Uadc winds and waters rise. 

Though now the sunshine hour beguiles 

His bark alo)Qg thy gilded stbSoBs^ 

« 
Trusting to see thee^ for his play. 

For ever keep smooth holiday ! 

Poor dazzled fools, who bask beside thee> 

And trust because f^y .n^nrer tried thee I '\ 

For me, and for my, dangers pasty 

The grateful picture hangs at last 



^ ■ • - 

Nigris sequora ventis 


•f 


Emirabitur insolens. 


■' 


Qui nunc te firuitur credulus anrea» 


\^ 






Sperat, nescius WJ^ 


■^* 


Fallacis! IMQsen. quilius 


• ' 


Intentata nites ! Me tabula sacer 


> 


Votiva paries indicat uvida 
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llORACE TO PYRRHA. 



Within the mighty Neptune's fane. 

Who snatch'd «ne> dripping, from the main. 

Suspendisse potenti 
Vestimenta maris deb. 



1 - » - 
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PART OF A CHORUS IN 
SENEGAS TRAGEDY OF THYESTES 



*Ti8 not wealth that makes a king. 
Nor the purple's colouring. 
Nor a brow that's bound with gold> 
Nor gates on mighty hinges rolled. 

The king is he, who void of fear. 
Looks abroad with bosom clear) 

Regem non fiieiunt opes, 
Non vestis Tyri« cokir> 
Non frontis nota r^iae, 

Non auro nitids^ fores. 

• 

Rex est, qui posuit metus, 
£t diri mala pectoris ; 



148 PART OF A CHOB^ 

Who can tread ambitioo dowii> 
Nor be sway'd by smile or firown; 
Nor for aU the treasore cares. 
That mine conoealsj or harvest wears. 
Or that golden sands deliver, 
Bosom'd in a ^assy river. 

What shall mdve hi$ ptecid m^g^? 
Not the headkiDg thundertt|^t. 



Quern non ambitio impotens, 
Et nunquam stabiUs feraor 
Vulgi prsBcipitis mawdL 
N<» quidqittd §0^% oeddras^ 
Aut unda Tagus aurea 
Claro devehit alveo^ 
Non quidquid Libycis terit 
Fervens area messibus. 

Quem non concutiet caden» , 
Obliqui via fiilminis. 



Nou Eurus rapiens mare^ 
Aut ssYo rabidus freto 
Ventosi tumor Adiiae j 
Quern non lancea militis> 
Npn strictus domuit chalybs} 
Qui tuto positus loco> 
Infra se vidit omnia; 
Occurritque suo libens 
Fato> nee queritur mori. 

m 

Reges conveniant licet> 
Qui sparsos agitant Dahas^— - 
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IN SENECA'S 'rtiYEStES. i\9 

Nor the storm that rudhes out 
To snatch the shivering wavcis aboUt^ 
Nor all the shapes of slaughter's trade 
With forward lance or fiery bladfe. 
Safe with wisdom for his ctaSfni, 
He looks on all things cahnljr dowit; 
He welcomes .fote^ when fate is near> 
Nor taints his dying breath with fear. 
Grant that all the kings assemble^ 
At who^ tread the Sqrthians tremble>— 
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Grant that in the train lie they> ; • t (i ' • 
Whom the Red-Sea timbrtB^^t^f^ 
Where the gems and chrystal caves 
Sparkle up through prnplewaifes} 
Bring with these the Caspiaa.stout^ 
Who scorns to shut ih* invader mst. 
And the daring raee thattread 
The rockii^ of the Danube's hed. 
With those again, where'er they bej 
Who^ ]app'4. in silken kixivy. 

Qui rubri vada litoris, 

Et gemmis mare luddum 

Late sanguineum tenent; 

Aut qui Caspia fortibus 

Redudunt juga Sarmatis} - 

Certet^ Danubii vadum i 

Audet qui pedes ingredi; 

^ quocunque loco jacent 



IN SENBC^S THYMFBS. 

Feed^ to the fiill^ their l0fdl|^ wsttl)--K^ 
The noble mind is maasack slEl.. 



>! 1 ■' 



No need has he of vulgar ftrce,; i . 
Armour; or arms, orxhestedhowte, . , . 
Nor an the idle darts that lights 
Erom Parthian in his feigiied fliglit> 
Nor Whirling rocks from engiiies thrown^ 
That come to shake old cities down. 
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Seres vellere nobiles 5 — 
Mens regnum bona possidet. 
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Nil ullis opus est equLs^ 
Nil armiB^ et inertibus 
Telis> que procul ingerit 
Fkrthus^ cum simulat fiig^i 
Admotis nihil est opus 
Urbes stemere machinis 
Longe saxa rotantibus. 
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PART OF A CHORUS> 9uL 



No * — to fear not earthly thing> 
This it is that makea the kiog; 
And all of us^ whoe'er we be^ 
May carve us out this royattyit 

Rex est^ qui metmt nUulr ; 
Hoc regnum sibi qiiisque dat 



'. . . ■ -4 



fl 



BACCHUS, OR THE PIRATES. 



FBOM HOM£X.— HiT)n» VU 



Of Bacchus let me tell a sparkliiig story.—* 
l?was by the sea-si^> on a promontory, 
^ like a blooming youth he sat one day, 
Sis dark locks ripening in the sunny ray, 
^d wrapt in a loose ckiak of crims(»i bright, 
^^ch half gave out his shoulders, broad and white^ 
^Wt making up, a ship appeared at sea, 
Brushing thciyine-bladc billows merrily,— 
^ Tuscan trim, and pirates were the crew ^ 
^ fatal impulse drove them as they flew.; 
^>r looking hard, and nodding to each other, 
k>ncluding him, at least, dome prince's brotherji 
\ey issued forth along the breezy bay, 
^iz*d him with jovial hearts, and bore away. 
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Nq sooner were they off, than gath'rii^ routid hinr 
They mark*d his lovely strength^ amd would have boo 
When lo, instead of this, the pondeious bands ' [hi 
Snapped df tiiemselves from off his l^ andbaads> 
He, all the while; discovering no sorprise. 
But keeping, as bekite^ hi8Cilm<bhck«jies. 



At this, the Master^ struek beyond the rtei, - 
I>rew them asideiand'eamestly addressed ;^«-^ 
* O wretched as ye are, faove yeyour braioBj 
And see this beingyewMdd bi»ld with chains f 
Trust me, the ship wfil not sustain him hmg'. 
For either Jove he isytendblystnmg, 
Ot Neptune, or the silver^shaffed King> 
But nothii^, sure, resembling morts^ tiung. 
Land then and set him ^freey kst fay and by « 
He call the winds about Mmi and.^^die. > 



> 1 



He said } and thus, in bittemeos of h^art 
The Captaiih ansWer*d,<--' Wretched that 4J^^ a^ 
Truly we Ve much t(ifeUFr^ftk^^0^Bttg§^ \ 
And all things firm behind the running sail ! 
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Stick tcp iSkf T?9e>%s (uod teave these thmga la men. 

I tfmt, my fri€$iids> before we sail agaui> 

To touch at Mgjp^^ Cypnis> or the norths 

And haying jteamt laeaiitiixie our priaoner^js worthy 

What friends he Jias^andi wealth to what amount* . 

To tuni thi^ god^selid to a right acQiNint.' f 

He said ; and hauling up the^sail and tnast^ 
Drew^the ti^t vessel stiff before the blast } /;- 1 

The sailors^ under ann»> observe their pricey ^ 

When.lo^ st^ai^ doings inteixupt their eyes; 
For firsts a fountain of sweet-siyiftHing wine ; 
Came gushing o*er the deck . wil)^ sprightly shine ; 
And odours^ not of earthi ! their «s«ises took -, 
The pallid wond^ flfprpad from look to look; 
And then a vipe-tree py^*raii the sail> 
It's green arms tq#sing:to the pra|)I$4Qme gula; 
And then an ivy^ with a flowering shoots 
Ran up the niast:in,rii]|gf^ ai^,ki^*d the fruity 
Which her^and tber^^thfi dipping yine let dowuf 
On every oar thei?e unfr a gariaiul cipwn^*— 



.' y 
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ButCnow the crew call'd out ^ To.shone ! To dhoTe !^ 
Wh^ leaping backward with an angty roar> ' 
The dreadfiil sitrai^r to !a licm tturti'd; 
His glaring eyes beneath the hatches bum*d : 
Then rushing fbrward^ he became a bedr> 
l^^th fearful change bewildering thdr ikspdir; 
And then again a lion, ramping high 
FrcHn seat to seat, aiid'kx)kihg horribljr. 
Heap*d at the stem, and scrambling all along. 
The trembling wretches round the Master throngs 
Who cahnly stood, for he had done no wnmg. 
Oh, at^that minute, to be safe on land ! 
But now, in his own shape, the God's at hand. 
And spuming first the Captain from the side, 
Tlie rest leaped after in the plunging tide -, 
For one and all, as they had done the same. 
The same deserv'd ; Bnd dolphins they became. 

The God then turning to the Master, broke 
In happy«making smiles, and stoutly spoke :-— 
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' Be of good CQuragej ble^t companion mine ; ^ 
Bacchus am I, the jroaring God of Wine 5 
Ajdd yreil shall this day be> for thee and thine. 



And so^ all reverenic^ a^d all joy to th^> 
Son of the sparkle-smiUng Semel^ ! 
Must never bard forget thee in his song> 
Who mak'st it flow so sweetly and so strong. 



■ /■ ■ ■: * 
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TO T B :-, ESQ. 

WRITTEN FROM HAMPSTEAD* 



Dear ^.> whose native taste^ solid and c]ear> 
The throng of life has strengthened without hamii 
You know the rural feelings anid the charm 

That stillness has for a world-fretted ear : — 

^is now deep whispering pll about me here 
With thousand tiny hushings^ like the swarm 
Of atom bees, or fairies in alarm. 

Or noise of numerous bliss from distant sphere. 

This charm our evening hours duly restore, — 
Nought heard through all our little, lulled abode. 

Save the crisp fire, or leaf of book tum'd o'er. 
Or watch-dog, or the ring of frosty road. 

Wants there no other sound then ? — Yes, one more, — 
The voice of friendly visiting, long owed. 



Z^oS 



). H. Reynell, Piccadilly, London. ^^ .^^ 
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